
by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

It was only this
past winter that
the Seven Lakes
Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLLA] was

rushing to complete valve
repairs on Lake Echo in time
for early Spring rains to refill
the lake — rains that proved
unequal to the task.

Little did the board know,
as they paid the hefty sum
to pump water from Lake
Sequoia into Lake Echo in

March, that Mother Nature
was planning a continuous
deluge during month of June.

Seven Lakes’ 2013 mon-
soon season has continued
into July with a daily chance
of thunderstorms. For the
first time in recent memory,
the lakes have been as much
as six to eight inches over
full pond.

During their Monday, July
15 work session the SLLA
Board discussed issues raised
by the full-to-the-brim lakes.
Recognizing that the discus-

sion would benefit from pro-
fessional advice, they tabled
several items until the fol-
lowing night, during a special
meeting (scheduled to discuss
bylaws). The day’s delay
would give SLLA management
and the Lakes and Dam
Committee time to seek rec-
ommendations.

Ramapo overflow 
pipe needs work

SLLA Manager Ray Sohl
reported that a recent engi-

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

A Moore Coun-
ty school bond
re ferendum
looks likely for

November 2014, based on a
consensus reached by mem-
bers of the Board of Educa-
tion during their Monday,
July 15 Work Session on
facilities.

Phillip Boles, MCS’ Exec-
utive Director for Operations,
presented the Board with
two timelines, one aimed at

the May 2014 Primary Elec-
tion; the other at the Novem-
ber 2014 General Election. 

Though Board Members
expressed a desire to move
forward as quickly as possible
— and some saw a tactical
advantage in May in terms
of voter turnout — the desire
to have ample time for public
input prior to any vote ulti-
mately carried the day.

It is too early in the process
to say exactly how large a
bond issue voters will be
asked to approve. Public

input will ultimately deter-
mine the design of a new
Master Facilities Plan that
aims to meet MCS needs for
the next twenty years, and
the details of that plan will
determine the funding level
needed.

However, options discussed
during the Board’s earlier

Schools start laying the
groundwork for bond vote

Heavy rains complicate
SLLA lake management
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Back to School Greeters

It’s only July, but students in Moore County’s Year-Round
programs are already back at their desks. Clara and Greta
Noll, daughters of West Pine Elementary School teacher
Adrienne Noll, were on hand to welcome year-round
students back to school on Monday, July 15.

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

It will be three
candidates for
three seats in
Foxfire Village
elections come
November. 

Incumbent Council mem-
bers Leslie Frusco, Vic Koos,
and Mick McCue were the
only candidates to file by the
deadline of noon on Friday,
July 19.

An election must nonethe-
less take place, Moore County
Elections Director Glenda

Clendenin told The Times.
But, because Foxfire Village

is a small town, and the elec-
tion is uncontested, State
Board of Elections rules may
allow the use of simple, old-
fashioned paper ballots.

Clendenin told The Times
that her office has asked the
State Board to allow the use
of paper ballots in Foxfire
Village, Cameron, Vass, and
Taylortown, none of which
has a contested election this
year.

She said the new State
Board had recently informed

county boards of election
that the use of paper ballots
is an option.

Using paper ballots will
save the towns the expense
of  programming vot ing
machines, Clendenin said.

In 2009, only 32 voters
cast ballots in Foxfire Village’s
municipal elections. That
number increased to 77 in
2011. The Village Council
earlier this month passed a
resolution eliminating the
use of absentee ballots in
the municipal election as a
cost-saving measure.

Foxfire may vote on paper ballots

(See “Lakes,” p. 28)

(See “Schools,” p. 27)
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

Recent warm sum-
mer nights have
tempted several
unknown campers
to sleep under the

stars on Lake Sequoia’s
Island. The Board of Directors
agreed during the Monday,
Ju l y  15  Seven  Lakes
Landowners Association
[SLLA] Work Session that
camping is prohibited. 

“There are safety and heath
issues,” President Steve Ritter
said. “There are also no toi-
lets.”

Many SLLA common areas
already have signage inform-
ing residents and visitors of
the hours of use. 

“We already have a sign at
Sequoia Point, and I see the
island as an extension of
Sequoia Point,” Director Con-
rad Meyer said.

Enforcing the no camping
policy will be carried out by

the nighttime roving patrol. 
“If the North Gate gets a

call, then the patrolman is
capable of taking the security
boat. That is one way we can
enforce it,” Ritter said.

Giddy Up or Whoa?
The number of residents

taking trail rides has doubled
since last year. Balancing
the size of the herd with
riders continues to be a chal-
lenge. 

The stables have grown in
popularity as Stable Manager
Ka te  Penn ing ton  has
increased the number of
summer camps, added class-
es in beginning jumping, and
brought new energy to the
arena.

As a new hire, Pennington
had based her original pro-
posed herd size in part on
the number of trail rides
recorded in past years. Direc-
tor Darr reported that there
are seven people on the
Recreation Committee that
are in favor of adding two
more horses. 

“With some caveats, quite
frankly, our primary object
is to provide trail rides to the
community,” Darr said. “We
are looking for a horse or
two horses that can provide
trail rides but also can pro-
vide jumping. We are not get-
ting a separate group. We
are looking at horses that
can give us the ability to do
this and match our trail
rides.”

Referring to a chart Darr
had provided, President Ritter
said: “It is interesting, since
we have raised the rates, we
thought trail rides would go
down; but they have gone
up, according to this. May
to June we have gone from
60 to 180 trail rides, and we
only charge non-residents.
This is that big increase in
our trail rides.”

Several Directors ques-
tioned whether numbers
recorded from previous years
were collected in the same
way as this year’s numbers
— and whether or not the
guides were being counted. 

“If something increases 100
percent in a month, then
someone is doing something
right,” Director Bob Racine
said.

“Or is this an anomaly?”
Ritter asked. “I could have
sworn she was going to try
and have two separate kinds
of horses. She assured us if
we did this our numbers

would be okay with the hors-
es that we had.”

Darr agreed that that had
been Pennington’s original
intention; but, with the
increased interest, it is nec-
essary to modify the proposal. 

“The situation at the stables
is we are going to do trail
rides before we do anything

Board debates adding horses to stable herd

Rev. Don Welch Rev. Fran Stark
Chapel Minister Associate Minister

Come & Worship with Us!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

“EVERYWHERE FUN FAIR”
Meeting Neighbors Around the World

AUGUST 5th-9th, 5:30-7:45 PM

Light supper furnished

Kindergarten through Grade Six

Call 673-2156 for more information

910-673-2156
citp10@centurylink.net

Seven Lakes Chapel in the Pines was founded in 1976
to serve the Seven Lakes Community and beyond.

“Your Body Tells You It’s Wright”
Dr. Sharon A. Wright • Doctor of Chiropractic

Mon Tues Wed & Fri  9:00 am – 12:30 pm  & 2:00 – 6:00pm
Thursday 9:00 am – 12:30 pm

No Fee For Consultation • Bring your Insurance

673-Back(2225)                277 MacDougall Drive
(Turn between Pharmacy & Dentist)

New Doctor in
Seven Lakes!

Accepting New Patients!

Dan Kidd
Master Certified,
Legends Award Winner,
Ford Customer Satisfaction Award Winner

PHILLIPS FORD
5292 Hwy. 15/501, PO Box 100, Carthage, NC 28327

Bus (910) 947-2244
Toll Free (800) 301-2659

Fax (910) 947-5792
phillipsmc4@embarqmail.com

Your 
7 Lakes 
Neighbor

(See “SLLA,” p. 26)

CONTRIBUTORS

AND ADVERTISERS
   
Articles or advertisements
submitted to The Times should
include the name and tele-
phone number of the author.
Articles may be e-mailed to
mail@sevenlakestimes.net,
dropped off at the Seven
Lakes Times of5ces at 1107
Seven Lakes Drive, mailed
to P.O. Box 468, West End,
NC 27376, or faxed to 888-
806-2572. 
   Our voice telephone num-
ber is 910-673-0111.

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

Deadline          Issue

Fri, Aug 2         Fri, Aug 9
Fri, Aug 16       Fri, Aug 23
Fri, Aug 30       Fri, Sep 6
Fri, Sep 13       Fri, Sep 20
Fri, Sep 27       Fri, Oct 4
Fri, Oct 11        Fri, Oct 18
Fri, Oct 25        Fri, Nov 1
Fri, Nov 8         Fri, Nov 15
Thu, Nov 21*   Fri, Nov 29
Fri, Dec 6         Fri, Dec 13
Thu, Dec 19*    Fri, Dec 27

*Early publication or deadline
due to holiday.

OPEN HOUSE!
OFFERING DANCE & CHEER CLASSES

WHEN:  Saturday, July 27th, 2013
TIME:  10:00am-2:00pm

WHERE:  117 Grant St. 
Seven Lakes Village (old Master Kleen)

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
*Chicken Wings

(Graciously provided by Lake House)
*Face Painting    *Corn Hole    

*Raffles for a: 
Free Studio T-Shirt or 

a 1/2 off a month of dance/cheer tuition
& MORE!

Call for more info:
(910)690-4520
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

Economically,
i t ’s  a tough
time for golf
courses  in
Moore County.
Beacon Ridge

Golf and Country Club,
tucked into Seven Lakes
West, is no exception. 

At the Tuesday, July 23
general meeting of the Seven
Lakes West Landowners Asso-
ciation [SLWLA] President
Jack Stevens expressed his
concern about the health of
the club: “We should all agree
that failure of the club will
have a profoundly deleterious
impact on our community.”

Stevens then made a
motion to approve the for-
mation of an ad hoc com-
mittee for the purpose of
“Facilitating the Ongoing Via-
bility of Beacon Ridge Golf
and Country Club.”

After reading a long list of
volunteers who had agreed
to serve on the committee,
Stevens recommended Ed
Silberhorn as chair. “The

members of the committee,
all who have agreed to serve,
represent an excellent cross-
section of our community,
with members and nonmem-
bers of  Beacon Ridge,”
Stevens said. “Some have
prior board experience.” [The
Times was unable to secure
a copy of the membership
list by press time.]

The ad hoc committee will
report directly to the SLWLA
President. Two motions were
made and passed unani-
mously. [Director Rosemary
Weber was not present for
the meeting.] 

The first was to approve
the creation of the ad hoc
committee, and the second
was to have Board approval
for the Committee to operate
legally under SLWLA aup-
sices. 

Committee Appointment
Process Questioned

During the public comment
portion of Tuesday’s meeting,
resident John Lattin asked,
“Did I miss a notice asking
for volunteers for the ad hoc

committee? Where was it
advertised? And, as a resi-
dent, how would I know if
you don’t publish it?”

“We are just forming the
committee and attempting
to give it structure. As it is
formed, they are going to
report back to us,” Stevens
replied. 

“It sounds like to me you
just voted on members of
that committee,” Lattin
replied.

Stevens reiterated: “It is in
its initial starting point. As
it gets formed they will report
back to us and if other mem-
bers are interested in volun-
teering.”

Pay Up
The budget is in good

shape, reported director Dale
Erickson. However, delin-
quent dues continue to be a
concern.

“We still have problem with
delinquent property owners,’
Erickson said. “The total
amount  de l inquen t  i s
$82,581. Thirty one property
owners are delinquent right

now. It is a slight decrease
to what it was last year.” 

“It hurts all of us,” he said.
“It creates additional admin-
istrative costs and hinders
our cash flow process.”

Rehabilitation of Roads
Jim Pierman updated the

board on the Roads Com-
mittee’s progress in devel-
oping an action plan to reha-
b i l i ta te  roads  in  poor
condition. The proposed six-
year plan will cost approxi-
mately $2.5 million. 

“We are going to set it up
and schedule to do mainte-

nance every twelve years,”
Pierman said. “So, if we do
the twelve-year maintenance,
we are going to be keeping
our roads right around that
70 paving condition rating
(PCR).” 

Stevens asked how the
rehabilitation would fit into
the SLWLA budget. 

Erickson replied, “I have
reviewed with Jim and looked
at the long term plan and
working it into the budget.
It is a doable project and can
be done with the plan Jim
has laid out.”

Committee formed on viability of BRCC

Help Celebrate Our 26th Anniversary!

Phoenix Fashions
Monday – Saturday 9:00 – 5:30

4245 Seven Lakes Plaza • 910-673-5998

THE

BIGGEST
INVENTORY
REDUCTION

SALE

IN OUR

HISTORY!

All new styles — 25% off
All older stock — 50%-75% off

Now through August 15th

After you shop, we'll buy your lunch at our

TICKETS NOW ON SALE for our
ANNUAL FALL FASHION SHOW AND LUNCHEON

September 16th. Call for details.

Soup and Packaged Dinner
Calendar for August

29 30
Tuscan White Bean
Soup �

Italian Meatloaf
Dinner

31
Asparagus Vichysoisse

Chicken Tetrazzini
Dinner

1
Crab & Shrimp Bisque

Tilapia Florentine
Dinner �

2
Tuscan White Bean
Soup �

Pork with Apples
Dinner

5
Vegetable Soup �

Turkey Meatloaf
Dinner �

6
Chicken Dumpling
Soup

Broccoli Manicotti
Dinner �

7
Tomato & Corn with
Basil Soup �

Beef Enchiladas
Dinner �

8
Beef Vegetable Soup �

Sesame Salmon
Dinner �

9
Shrimp & Sausage
Gumbo

Swiss Steak Dinner

12
Corn Chowder

Chicken Pot Pie
Dinner

13
Chilled Cucumber
Soup

Peachy Pork
Dinner �

14
Beans, Sausage, &
Greens Soup �

Herb Roasted Turkey
Dinner

15
Broccoli Cheddar
Soup

Shrimp Creole
Dinner �

16
Manhattan Clam
Chowder �

Beef Stroganoff
Dinner

19
Split Pea with Ham
Soup

Shepherd’s Pie
Dinner

20
Gazpacho �

Chicken Paprikash
Dinner 

21
Mushroom Bisque

Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner

22
Beef Barley Soup �

Spice Crusted Tilapia
Dinner �

23
New England Clam
Chowder

Chicken Enchiladas
Dinner

26
Broccoli Spinach
Soup �

Italian Meatloaf
Dinner

27
White Bean Chicken
Chili �

Chicken Divan
Dinner

28
Asparagus 
Vichyssoise

Pot Roast Dinner

29
Curried Carrot
Soup �

Shrimp Stroganoff
Dinner

30
Tuscan White Bean
Soup �

Pork with Apples
Dinner �

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

5050 Hwy. 211 • West End
www.goldiesgourmet.info

Call 910-673-2211 to Place Your Order! Delivery Available!
Tuesday – Friday 11:00 am – 6:30 pm  •  We are happy to accept your cash or check for payment.

� Try our low-fat,
low-carb selections!

We’re Open Mondays!

CLOSED

West End Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)

��

�������
�����������

����������
����
��

�������	�����������

��	��

Worship in a loving and joyful setting
Summer Worship – 10 a.m.

Larry Lyon, Pastor; Chip Pope, Associate Pastor

West End Presbyterian Church is located on Knox Lane
in West End, one block west of Highway 211673-4341

(See “Westside,” p. 21)
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by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

Jus t  when
Summer gets
long, hot, bor-
ing, and kids
a r e  wa te r -

logged, bug bitten, sun-
burned, and whining from
swimmer’s ear . . .

Just when parents think
they can no longer endure
the endless drone of the Dis-
ney Channel and their child’s
lethargic malaise. . .

Just when summer isn’t
so much fun anymore, the
bell rings and year-round
school is back in session.

Back to school night in
July is a party without ice
cream. Students run to each
other hug like long lost rel-
atives, They hold hands and
skip down the hall. They
share adventures and sched-
ule play dates.

Kim Bullard is West Pine
Elementary School’s new
principal. A seasoned Moore
County employee, she has
spent the past several years
as the principal of Highfalls’
K-8 Elementary School and
brings years of experience
with her. 

“I am very excited about
being here,” Bullard said. “I
enjoy working with the kids,
and it is a good opportunity
to grow professionally.”

The schedule that Moore
County Schools sets for stu-

dents in the year-round pro-
gram recognizes that Summer
is a time when families often
take weekend trips to the
beach or mountains. The
kids buckle down for four
days of study and relax over
a three day weekend. 

“I love the schedule; is it
wonderful for the kids,” fifth
grade teacher Adrienne Noll
said. “They are always ready
to go on break, and they are
always ready to come back
to school.”

Sail Away to

������
with

Travel Experts!

���	���
�����
Elaine Carey

Specialist in the Art of Travel

Phone: 910-949-2325
Cell: 910-690-5957

elaine@travelxperts.com

Choice of two escorted sailings, including port chgs, taxes & gratuities.  

30 May 2014 & 05 Sept 2014
Both Seward to Vancouver

On Celebrity Millennium

Prices from $1866.44 to $5231.80 per couple
(Depending on sail date and cabin choice)

We are planning on a 3 day land tour prior to each sailing (prices not 
confirmed yet) but it is not mandatory to join the land tour.

Serving 7 Lakes Since 2004!

673-6789

After School Care & Teacher Work Days! —
‘Til 6pm! - Grades K-5th

$35/week, Regis. $25/family. Free Play, Snack, Games &
Bible Blip, Brain Gym® Sessions, Assisted Homework Time!

Hours 2:30pm-6:00pm.   
Teacher Work Days 7:30am-6:00pm

Activities & Facility Details!
Sky-Lighted ~3000 sq ft Open Rec Room!

Foosball, Air Hockey, Ping Pong
Basketball, Pool! Organized Games & Prizes!

Kid Zones/Toys for All Ages of Free Play!
2 Lounge/Movie Areas Just Like Home!

Play Station, Game Cube, Computer Games!
Materials Screened.  No Internet/Cable.

4139 Hwy 211, Seven Lakes, 2 Doors Fr
McDonald’s! A Christian-Based Facility.

Summer Camp - Continues thru Aug. 16 - 7:30am - 6:00pm
Semi-Structured:  Activities, Bible Blip, Crafts, Water Play!

Bring Lunch and Snacks
Registrants:  $100/wk Mon-Fri, or $25/day

Non-Registrants:  $110/wk Mon-Fri, or $30/day

After School Care, Teacher Work Days,
Spring Break Camp, Summer Camp

�ool �ids

Phone: 910.725.0381              Email: cw@matthewsins.com
10899 S US Hwy 15-501, Southern Pines, NC  28387

CW MATTHEWS, CIC
INSURANCE ADVISOR

Home, Auto, Life, Health, Watercraft
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Celebrating 10 Years – Serving Seven Lakes Since 2003!

Molly Kuzma

Shyler Truman greets West Pine Elementary teacher
Stephanie Monroe.

Crystal Watts brought daughters Kaylan and Emma to the
"rst day of year-round school at West Pine Elementary.

It’s back-to-school time for students in West 

(Continued on page 5)
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Resource teacher Stephanie
Monroe works with both the
year round and traditional
program. She works with
reading groups, assists teach-
ers with curriculum and
resources, and accesses data.

“I think the year round is
a great program for the stu-
dents,” she said. “It provides
needed breaks through out
the year.”

Fifth grader Shyler Truman
agrees: “I love the shorter
breaks. I am doing better
than I was in traditional.”

A Visitor from Afghanistan
Summer School is the rou-

tine for Afghani children.
Ajmal is one of six children
from Afghanistan that have
been flown to the United
States through Solace Inter-
national. It is a secular,
humanitarian program that
promotes world peace by pro-
viding medical services for

children. 
Eight-year-old Ajmal is cur-

rently missing school back
home. He has accepted an
invitation to attend West Pine
Elementary with his host
family’s daughter fifth grader
Abby Marcus.

Fellow fifth grader Nick
Petero wanted to make sure
that Ajmal was ready for
school on Tuesday. Over the
weekend he opened his closet
to Ajmal and gave him an
Iron Man backpack and
super hero T-shirts. 

Assistant Principal Sharon
Castelli led Ajmal to class.
Ajmal is sporting his back
pack and carrying a 1970’s
Super Heroes lunch box.

It’s a sweet moment for
Castelli, who is retired form
the Air Force. Her husband
Robert, a retired Army officer,
completed five tours in
Afghanistan.  

“This is such an awesome
opportunity,” Castelli said.

“I just personally feel that
this represents what our
country was working towards
and shows the fruits of our
labor.”

Castelli, who has worked
in Moore County Schools as
a teacher and later an assis-
tant principal since 2006
always  wanted to  be  a
teacher. She has experienced
the best of both worlds. 

“I joined the military really
for college purposes,” she
explained. “At that time, it
would have been a huge
expense for my family, so I
enlisted when I was seven-
teen.” 

The Castelli’s met while
deployed to Bosnia.

It is a small world. Ajmal
listens intently and follows
direction well — an amazing
feat, since he came to South-
ern Pines four weeks ago
speaking no English. He is
happy to be at school sitting
right next to Abby. 

Rev. James Walker

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2013 7:00 P.M.

                  

 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2013 7:00 P.M.

Kevin Lee

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 2013 7:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28, 2013 7:00 P.M.
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West Pine Elementary teacher Adrienne Noll welcomes
eight-year-old Ajmal.

Pine Elementary ’s year-round program
(Continued from page 4)
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Agents Available 24/7
Give us a Call or Stop by the Office

910-673-1818 • 800-267-1810 
1008 Seven Lakes Drive Suite 1

Visit www.WhelanRealty.com for all Moore County Listings
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Anne (Margaret Anne
West) Warren, 87, formerly
of Pittsford, NY and Seven
Lakes died Tuesday, July 16.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 63 years, Clark Rus-
sell; children Wayne (Claudia)
and Mark (Rebecca); grand-
daughter Patricia Burns
(Scott Dibble); great-grand-
children, Alexis, Rebecca,
Michael, Patrick and Wyatt;
her niece and nephew and
several cousins.

A memorial service will be
held Saturday, September 7,
at 2 pm at Aldersgate Retire-
ment Community in Char-
lotte, NC.

In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to the Alz-
heimer’s Association.

Patsy June Padgett Davis,
79, of Seven Lakes died Sun-
day, July 21at FirstHealth
Moore Regional Hospital.

Funeral services will be
held in Purvis, Mississippi
on Friday, July 26.

She was born in Purvis,
MS, daughter of the late John
Henry Padgett and Mirtie
Estelle (Odem) Padgett.

Mrs. Davis was preceded
in death by her daughter,
Deniece Bolin; brother, Bill
Padgett  and sister, Mary Nell
Keith.

Survivors include two
daughters, Dianne B. Dann
and husband Michael of
Seven Lakes; Beth Barrett
of Purvis, MS; her sister,
JoAnn Gipson of Purvis, MS;
six grandchildren,  and four
great-grandchildren.

The family requests memo-
rials be made in memory of
Patsy Davis to: Corinth Bap-
tist Church, 712 Corinth
Road, Purvis, MS 39475.

Douglas Madison Mar-
shall, 88, of Seven Lakes,
died Saturday, July 20,  at
the FirstHealth Hospice
House.

Mr. Marshall was born in
Charleston, WV son to the
late Schuyler Benjamin Mar-
shall and Pearl Caldwell Mar-
shall. He graduated from
Stonewall Jackson High
School, and was a member
of the Charleston Reds Bas-
ketball Team and Baseball
Team.

He served as Lieutenant in
the US Army Air Corps dur-
ing WWII where he flew B-
29 bombers while stationed
on Tinian in the Mariana
Islands. He was the recipient
of the Air Medal awarded for
meritorious achievement.

After his return from the
war, he went on to earn his
Masters of Science in Mining
Engineering from West Vir-
ginia University. He was mar-
ried to Margaret Shonk. 

In 1958, he joined the fac-
ulty of Rochester Institute of
Technology as Associate Pro-
fessor of Mechanical Engi-
neering, and in 1972 he was
promoted to Associate Dean
of the College of Engineering
where he remained until his
retirement in 1981.

In 1985 he and his wife,
Margaret moved to Seven

Lakes where he served as
President of Seven Lakes
Townhouse Association, Vice
President of Seven Lakes
Landowners Association, and
Vice President of the Lions
Club. He was a member of
Seven Lakes Chapel in the
Pines. 

Mr. Marshall was preceded
in death by his brother Ben-
jamin Hunter Marshall.

He is survived by his wife
of 66 years, Margaret Shonk
Marshall; two children, Con-
nie Marshall and Don Mar-

shall and four grandchildren
Memorial services were held

Saturday, August 17 at Seven
Lakes Chapel in the Pines,
with Rev. Donald Welch and
Rev. Fran Stark officiating.

Memorial donations may
be made to FirstHealth Hos-
pice and Palliative Care, 150
Applecross Road Pinehurst,
NC 28374 or Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines, 581
Seven Lakes Drive, Seven
Lakes, NC 27376.
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In memory of . . .

Now Accepting 
New Patients
Amanda Martin, ANP 
(Adult Nurse Practitioner)

Mrs. Martin comes to Seven Lakes 
from Richmond Family Medicine, where 
she had been a provider since March 2008.
Her approach to wellness and the special 
needs of women define her as a practitioner 
and keep her patients, even those living in 
Rockingham, coming back. As a new resident of Seven Lakes, where 
she now lives with her husband and two sons, she provides the 
community with an excellent nurse practitioner. 

FirstHealth Family Care Center-Seven Lakes
(910) 673-0045

Clinic hours: 

1242-110-12

www.firsthealth.orgSUMMER HOURS!
Monday - Saturday 11 - 9 • Sunday 12 - 7

Burgers • Hoagies • Hot Dogs • Wraps
Salads • Ice Cream Delites • Cappuccino Coolers

135 MacDougall St • Seven Lakes • 400-5228
(Across from Carolina Car Care)

EAT-IN OR TAKE OUT!

Seven Lakes Snack Shack

Cool down with a cool salad.�
Our Salads our back for the month�

of August.�
Grilled Chicken Salad�
Garden Salad�
Chicken Caesar Salad�
Chicken Salad Salad�
Greek Salad�
Asian Salad�
Buffalo Chicken Salad�
Snack Shack Salad�
Raspberry Walnut Chicken Salad�

$4.75�

All August�
Our Hurricanes have a little�

brother.  The 8oz Hurricane for�
$2.00�

A Cool ideal.� Mini�

     �
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 �

  �
  �

   �
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Patricia Koss Memorial Service
A service will be held in memory of Patricia [Pat] Koss

on Sunday, August 11, 4:30 pm at the Seven Lakes
Chapel in the Pines. Mrs. Koss died at home on May 7.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Bud. They
were married for 70 years. 



by Ellen Marcus
Times Reporter

The Candor Peach Festival
is a fusion of Carolina BBQ,
Southern Peach Pies, Polish
Funnel Cakes, and Mexican
Carne Asada. It’s a street
fair with a youthful flair that
offers mechanical bull riding,
wall climbing, bouncy houses,
jungle gyms, games, and just
hanging out.

Peaches to Pork Rinds
Hangin out is just what

T.J. Turner and Jonathan
Saunders, best friends at
West Montgomery High
School, are doing. Turner,
dressed in faded jeans and
Red Wing work boots spends
his summer working with
his dad. 

“They used to peach farm,”
Turner said. “ Now we lay
floor and sell pork rinds.”

Farming doesn’t hold either
boy’s interest; they prefer to
be out in the woods. 

“I am going to be a game
warden,” Turner said. 

Saunder nods: “Well, I
guess I am too.”

Fresh Baked Pie
The heady smell of fresh

baked peaches draws every-
one down to the very end of
the street. 

The Ladies Auxiliary raises
money each year for the Eagle
Springs Volunteer Station 62
Fire Department. 

“We have been doing this
for six or seven years,’ Cathy
Blake said. 

“We raise money for equip-
ment and gear. It’s all about
the firemen.”

Working a Festival
In the rural South, the

combination of determination,

homemaking skills, garden-
ing, and creating something
out of nothing, has become

a viable career for many
women and men. 

Brenda Moon sells purses,
tote bags, and pocketbooks
from her booth. 

“I go to one, sometimes two
festivals a month,” she said.
“It just depends on where

they are.”
Shawn Dezern of Dezern

Farms in Pisgah is on had
with baskets full of cucum-
bers, cabbages, and a host
of peppers, from jalapeños
to Scotch Bonnets.
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Candor’s Peach Festival offers peaches,

     
          

            

             
           

        
       

 

website

   

12784 (7-12)12784 (7-12)

In this moment . . .
It doesn’t matter if you saved money in 15 minutes. 

It doesn’t matter if your neighbor has the same insurance you do. 

What matters right now is that you get to enjoy the little things 
in life - feeling completely at ease - because your independent 

insurance agent and the company that stands behind 
them have you and your entire family covered.

AGENCY NAME

website

Call or visit us :

  

First Casualty Insurance Group
910-692-8303 • www.fcignc.com

www.facebook.com/firstcasualtyinsurance
fciginfo@fcignc.com

T.J. Turner and Jonathan Saunders

Cathy Blake

Brenda Moon offers purses for ladies of all ages.

(Continued on page 9)



Leslie Covington has turned
her Pennsylvania recipes into
a successful business: Ole
Time Bake Goods. Her neat
and tidy booth is dressed in
crisp red and white picnic
cloths. Her fresh baked hearty
breads and cakes stand at
attention. 

“This is an outstanding
event,” Covington said. “This
is my first year, and I am
just amazed at how many
families and children have
come through.”

What do NC teachers do
in their spare time? School
Teachers Judy Fowler and
Vicky Schrock work their

summer job promoting Our
State” magazine. We really
enjoy working for Our State
and promoting our love of
North Carolina,” Fowler said.

Mike Kyser and Chef Grady
are demonstrating their
amazing peeler. Zucchini,
tomato, cucumber, potato,
and even butternut squash

easily yield to this sharp rust-
proof utensil.

Senior View
Marie Parson from Trinity

is dressed for the weather
and the day. In a straw
brimmed hat with a large
russet colored Gerbera daisy,
cool cotton long sleeve shirt

and pants. She sits perched
on the high cement wall
catching the breeze and tak-
ing it all in.

Next Year?
The Candor Peach festival

is held every year the third
weekend in July. Mark your
calendar for next year.
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funnel cakes, fun, and much, much more

Ask us about our
Rx Price Match Program

120 MacDougall Drive
910-673-SHOP(7467)

Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon

	����
������������
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We will match
ANY retail

pharmacy's prices, 
including

Walmart's $4 plan!
������������
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Genesis Home Services
& Remodeling
Small Jobs • Big Jobs • All Jobs!

Free Estimates! CALL TODAY (910) 673-4257
Over 30 Years Experience • Excellent Local References.
Your Seven Lakes Neighbors! • SChestercr@aol.com 

from this �����TO THIS!

Chair tightening, furniture restoration & refinishing; faucet & toilet repair
and replacement; pressure washing decks, siding and roofs; tile work; drywall
installation & repair; custom cabinetry; decorative trim work; additions; and
remodel work of all kinds . . . and so much more —  JUST ASK!

Since 1996, we have 
been serving Moore

County with quality
work at fair prices.

SPRING SPECIAL – DECKS & DOCKS
Maintenance, Repair or Custom Built

Waterfront - Seven Lakes North

156 Cardinal Dr.
Very comfortable,
affordable waterfront
living. 3BR, 2BA,2 Car,
upgraded, home
inspection complete.

Only $188,000!
Call Jim for Appointment

910-638-5774 • Moore Co REBrokers

Shawn Dezern of Dezern Farms South of the border-style agua fresca.

(Continued from page 7)

Marie Parson



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

A last minute
change to state
funding rules
cos t  Moor e

County Schools [MCS] nearly
$1.5 million in the FY 2012-
13 budget year.

MCS Chief Financial Officer
Mike Griffin provided a final
report on the FY 2012-13
budget during the the Moore
County Board of Education’s

Monday, July 15 regular
meeting.

As a result of the rules
change, Grif fin told the
Board, MCS was able to use
only 98 percent of its funding
from the state — not the 100
percent used in previous
years.

The $1,441,000 million dif-
ference had to be made up
by drawing down the MCS
fund balance — the district’s
savings account. [See story

below for an explanation of
the state’s last-minute rule
change and why it cost MCS
so much.]

Progress despite cuts
Despite the hit, MCS was

able to make progress toward
a number of goals, Griffin
told the Board:
• Combination classes were

eliminated in early grades.
• Several initiatives were

undertaken to improve

reading skills, including
the addition of teachers
and reading coaches.

• Phase 1 of MCS’ Digital
Learning Initiative was
implemented, placing lap-
tops in the hands of every
teacher, providing laptops
to students at Pinckney
Academy, and supplying
Carthage Elementary stu-
dents with iPads.

• The internet bandwidth
available to MCS was
increased tenfold, while
the cost of bandwidth was
reduced overall.
Looking ahead to FY 2013-

2014, Griffin noted that the
Board has budgeted a $2.0
million to $2.2 million draw-
down of fund balance. But
the state budget has yet to
be finalized, leaving open the
possibility of further cuts in

state funding.
Griffin noted that the dis-

trict is experiencing an
increased demand for services
for Exceptional Children,
driven by an increase in the
number of students and the
cost of those services.

The FY 2013-14 budget
funds Phase II of the Digital
Learning Initiative, including
adding three facilitator staff
positions to help teachers
make the best use of the
technology in the classroom.

New teaching positions are
being added to expand gifted
and Advanced Placement pro-
grams, and West End Ele-
mentary is initiating a Span-
ish Immersion kindergarten
program. 

Nine new reading coaches
will be hired, so that one is
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School Board approves final FY13 budget
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108 Joseph Point - 7 Lakes West
$519,875 • MLS #154591

Enjoy the Summer in this 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath
home on a beautiful cove on Lake Auman!

Call Mary Prendergast: 910-255-4500

104 Sweetbriar Ct - 7 Lakes North 
$299,000 • MLS #154125

Waterfront on Lake Echo! 3 Bedrooms,
4 Baths and large screened porch!

Call Ann Benton: 910-295-7732

225 Windswept Vista - Grande Pines 
$895,000 • MLS #153964

Custom home in the gated community of
Grande Pines. 15 acres, 4 BR and 4 BA.
Call Ann Benton: 910-295-7732
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NC Concealed Hand Gun Class
ONE DAY CLASSES START AUGUST 3 & 17

We Can Furnish Your Firearm for the Class

For Details Call
910-400-5250 or 910-690-5541

or Email
terichardson@nc.rr.com

by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Why did a last-
minute state
rule change
cos t  Moor e

County Schools [MCS] nearly
$1.5 million?

The State of North Carolina
provides approximately  63
percent of MCS’ operating
budget, with the County pick-
ing up 26 percent, and federal
funding accounting for the
remaining 12 percent.

But the $65 million in state
funding does not come in a
single lump sum. Instead,
MCS Chief Financial Officer
Mike Griffin told The Times
in an interview on Wednes-
day, July 17, the state budget
is broken into 20-25 different
allotments. 

In other words, the state
money comes in a bunch of
different buckets, and each
bucket of money has its own
purpose and its own rules.

Most of those allotments
are just what you would
expect: a certain number of
dollars directed to a specific
use.

“If they are dollar allot-
ments,” Griffin explained
“they give you the money.
There are allotments for at
risk students, teachers assis-
tants, exceptional children.
Those work like any other
budget.”

Buckets of teachers
But four of the allotments

are for personnel, with by

far the largest — valued at
$31.6 million last year —
designed to pay for classroom
teachers. That bucket doesn’t

come filled with dollars, but
with teachers.

Griffin explains: “Rather

Last minute rule change
proves pricey for MCS
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Farmer’s Day
Saturday, August 3rd
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Car, Boat &
RV Repairs
Car & Bo at
Detai ling

O

VER
-2-TOM’S

Auto, Marine & RV

910.673.0451

Service!
	�����������

250 Grant Street • Seven Lakes, NC
Over2Toms@gmail.com • www.Over2Toms.com

Come See What Everyone’s
Been Talking About at

We Will BEAT
Any Compe titor’s

Price on Tires!

Oil Change & Tire Rotation — $2595

(See “Rule Change,” p. 18)
(See “School Board,” p. 20)
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by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

The design
phase  o f  a
project that
w i l l  b r ing
wa te r  f r om
Harnett Coun-

ty to the Seven Lakes area
has begun, with the selection
of McGill and Associates as
the engineering firm that will
both design the project and
prepare an application for
state funding. 

During its Tuesday, July
17 regular meeting, the Moore
County Board of Commis-
sioners authorized County
staff to negotiate a contract
with McGill.

The Board also authorized
the negotiation of a contract
with Hobbs Upchurch and
Associates for the design of
a second water supply proj-
ect: the drilling of three new
wells near Foxfire Village.

Public Utilities Director
Randy Gould told the Board
that the engineering firms
will be on a fast track in
order to meet a September
30 application deadline for
the state revolving loan fund,
which may allow the County
to fund the projects with a
zero-interest state loan.

Choosing Harnett
Commissioners Larry Cad-

dell  and Jimmy Melton
assembled a task force on
water late last year, with the
goal of sifting through the
half-dozen or so water supply
options available to the Coun-
ty, which ranged from placing
an intake in the Deep River
near Robbins to purchasing
an intake on the Lumber
River near Wagram.

They recommended Harnett
County as the best option
for securing additional water. 

Harnett draws its water

supply from the Cape Fear
River at Lillington, and is
expanding the capacity of its
water treatment plant from
27 to 42 million gallons per
day.

Moore County plans to pur-
chase a portion of that plant
expansion for $5.25 Million,
securing up to three million
gallons per day of Harnett
County water. Moore has an
existing contract with Harnett
for up to two million gallons
per day and currently uses
about 750,000 gallons per
day.

Buying into the plant
expansion will both increase
the available supply  and
lower the cost, from the $2.40
per thousand gallons the
county is paying now to $1.92
per thousand, potentially
saving the county hundred
of thousands of dollars each
year.

New water mains and

pumps, as well as a new
water tank in the Seven Lakes
or West End area, is expected
to bring the total cost of the
Harnett County project to
$10.8 million.

New Wells
The County acquired three

well sites along Linden Road
from the developer of Stone-
hill Pines, a golf course resort
development proposed for
Foxfire Village.

Two test wells have been

drilled, providing good quality
water and adequate flow. The
three wel ls that Hobbs
Upchurch will design are
expected to yield up to
500,000 gallons per day and
cost the County approximate-
ly $1.2 million to bring into
service.

The new water from Har-
nett County, along with the
new wells, is expected to meet
Moore County’s water needs
through 2030.

Firms selected for water supply projects

�	������������
www.sevenlakesdentist.com
We File Dental Insurance

NITROUS OXIDE AVAILABLE

��������
������
��������������������
NEW PATIENTS

WELCOME!

(See “Commissioners,” p. 24)



by Greg Hankins
Times Editor

Fix’M!
Tha t ’ s  the
snappy name
selected for
Moore Coun-
ty’s latest effort

to reduce it’s population of
unwanted pets.

The advisory Committee to
the County’s Animal Oper-
ations Department unveiled
Fix’M during a Friday, July
12 press conference aimed
at getting the word out about
their plans and progress.

The Fix’M program creates
a county-managed fund that
will provide free spay-neuter
services to citizens who are
on public assistance. 

“The real barrier to getting
this done is an economic bar-
rier,” explained Tom Daniel,
an equine veterinarian and
member of the Animal Oper-
ations Advisory Board. “They
don’t have the money to get
these pets altered. That is a
big part of solving the prob-
lem.”

Daniel also chairs the
Board of the Spay Neuter
Veterinary Clinic of the Sand-
hills, near Vass, which offers
low-cost spaying for $65. But
many low-income residents
can’t afford even that fee, he
said.

Using local contributions
leverage state program

The State of North Carolina,
through the Department of
Agriculture, will reimburse
counties for the cost of spay-
ing and neutering pets that
belong to low-income house-
holds. The state program is
funded through the purchase
of “I Care” license plates. But
the County has to put the
money up and then wait to
be reimbursed by the state
on a quarterly basis.

Last year, Daniel explained,
Animal Operations director
Al Carter carved $10,000 out
of his budget to fund $2,500
in no-cost spay-neuter pro-
cedures. In the just approved
FY 2013-14 County Budget,
the Commissioners set aside
$30,000 for the fund.

The beauty of the system
is that the $30,000 will not
be “used up,” as long as the

state continues to provide
reimbursements.

That $30,000 will pay for
120 spay-neuter procedures
per quarter, but even that

isn’t enough to fully address
the  p r ob l em,  Dan i e l
explained.

So, the Animal Operations
Advisory Board is seeking

donations from concerned
citizens to increase the size
of the fund, and the number
of operations that can be
performed. Deductions are
tax deductible, and, like the
County’s contributions, will

be leveraged by state reim-
bursements.

Donations may be made
by credit card by calling the
Animal Center, at 910-947-
2858. Checks made out to
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County launches campaign to Fix’M

Read Seven Lakes . . .

Now Available
at Sandhills Winery!

While shopping at
SANDHILLS WINERY,
purchase your copy of
SEVEN LAKES,

A PLACE IN THE SUN
Excellent Summer-Reading Special

$18.00 + Tax

SANDHILLS WINERY
1507 Seven Lakes Drive

Seven Lakes Shopping Village

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Rev. Robert H. Brown The Rev. Fred L. Thompson The Rev. Carol J. Burgess
Vicar Priest Associate Deacon

The Episcopal Church Welcomes YOU!

Sunday Worship Schedule
Holy Communion - 9:30 am
Children’s Chapel - 9:45 am
Adult Christian Education - 10:45 am

Tuesday Mornings
Intercessory Prayer
& Healing Service - 11:00 am

Over 30 Years of Service to Christ Through People
1145 Seven Lakes Drive, Seven Lakes, NC

(910) 673-3838

MENTAL ILLNESS & LAW ENFORCEMENT:
AN UPFRONT LOOK

Moore
County

For more information, call
NAMI at 910-295-1053

and leave a message.
We will return your call.

We meet in the Community Room of FirstHealth’s Specialty Center
Building, 35 Memorial Drive, near its intersection with Page Road.

www.nami-moorecounty.org

An Educational Meeting
featuring Sheriff Neil Godfrey
and Major Ricky Whitaker,
Supervisor, Detention Unit.
Monday August 5, at 7:00 pm

Patricia Dunne-Towne gets acquainted for a very cute, very,
adoptable kitten at the Moore County Animal Center.

(See “Fix’M,” p. 14)
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West End Presbyterian
Church’s active and vibrant
youth groups have been trav-
eling this Summer, ranging
from the mountains of Vir-
ginia and North Carolina as
far as Mexico.

Members of the middle
school youth group attended
a Presbyterian middle school
conference in Massanetta
Springs, VA, last month. The
conference attracted middle

school youth groups from
around the country to a Pres-
byterian conference center
located in the Shenandoah
Valley of Virginia.

While there, the middle
schoolers participated in wor-
ship, bible studies, and fel-
lowship activities.

The high school youth are
attending a similar conference
this week, only it is at Mon-
treat, a Presbyterian confer-

ence center located near
Asheville in the mountains
of North Carolina. The occa-
sion is a national Presbyterian
youth conference with youth
groups from around the
country attending.

While at Montreat, the
youth will participate in twice

daily worship services, small
group discussions, and a
wide variety of fellowship
activities.

Earlier this month many
of the same West End Pres-
byterian youth went along
on a mission trip to Chetu-
mal, Mexico.

West End Presbyterian has
been sending mission groups
to a sister Presbyterian
church in Chetumal through-
out the 21st Century. 

West End Presbyterian
Church is located on Knox
Lane, one block west of High-
way 211, West End.

Youth from West End Pres attend conference

SEVEN LAKES ORTHODONTICS
JOHN MARK GRIFFIES, PLLC

West End, NC 27376
910-673-0820

In Holly Square at 1135 Seven Lakes Drive

FREE REGISTRATION
For Early Sign-Ups!

Six youth from West End Presbyterian Church recently attended a national middle school
conference in Virginia: Jackie Drummond, Riley Campbell, Maegan Pigg, Adam Robins,
Grayson Oldham and Kevin Fletcher. 

Mental Illness Suppor t Group
National Alliance on Mental Illness - Moore County

holds its monthly meetings at the Community Room at
FirstHealth Moore Regional Hospital Specialty Clinic
Building, at the corner of Memorial Drive and Page
Street, Pinehurst. Meetings are held on the first Monday
of each month at 7 pm. All meetings and programs are
free and open to the public. For information call (910)
295-1053 or www.nami-moorecounty.org
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“Fix’M Animal Operations
Moore County” may be mailed
to Director of Animal Oper-
ations, 5235 Hwy 15/501,
Carthage, NC 28387.

Daniel himself made the
first donation to the Fix’M
fund, donating $500 on
behalf of Southern Pines
Equine Associates.

Attacking on multiple fronts
The Fix’M Fund is just one

aspect of the Advisory Com-
mittee’s push to reduce the
number of unwanted pets in
the County.

The problem is a large one.
The Animal Center took in
nearly 4,000 animals last
year; 3,000 of those were
euthanized. Of 2,032 dogs
taken in, 1,309 were put
down — 64 percent. Eighty-
seven percent of the 1870
cats taken in were eutha-
nized.

Co-Chair Angela Zumwalt
explained that The Advisory
Committee has developed a
set of goals and objectives
that aim to address those

grim statistics on both ends
of the problem: reducing the
number of unwanted pets
born and abandoned and
increasing the number of
adoptions from the Animal
Center. 

And, for those pets destined
to spend their last days at
the Animal Center, the Com-
mittee wants to ensure they
receive the greatest level of
care.

Initiatives underway
Action is already underway

to accomplish many of those
goals:

•  During the just-complet-
ed budget process, the Com-
mittee supported the depart-
ment’s request to have a
part-time shelter assistant
and an administrative assis-
tant. That will allow the shel-
ter to be open on Saturday
— prime time for adopting
pets, Animal Operations
director Al Carter said.

•  A l so  funded  wer e
enhancements to the Animal
Center itself, Carter said,
with the goal of making it a

more “retail-friendly” envi-
ronment, in order to increase
adoptions.

•  Modifications are being
undertaken to separate pets
waiting to be adopted from
those who have just been
taken in. The lobby has been
modified to showcase adopt-
able cats. And an outdoor
play yard has been construct-
ed to allow volunteers to
assist in socializing adoptable
pets.

•  The Animal Operations

Department has also desig-
nated a part-time volunteer
coordinator, who will play a
key role in directing a sub-
stantial anticipated increase
in volunteer labor at the Ani-
mal Center.

•  Volunteers and staff will
be able to take adoptable
pets to offsite events and
adoption locations, including
PetsMart.

•  New Animal Center soft-
ware will assist in both iden-
tifying lost pets and posting

adoptable pets to online sites
like PetFinders.

•  Volunteers with the Pet
Placement Project will take
high-quality photos of adopt-
able pets and pursue place-
ment through Petfinders,
Facebook, and other social
media sites.

Fee flexibility?
It currently costs $85 to

adopt a dog or $65 to adopt
a cat from the Animal Center,

�����

104 WOODALL COURT
5500+ square feet with many
custom features. Close to golf

course. $525,000

147 EDGEWATER
3 bedroom 3 bath w/walk out,
move in ready on Echo in SLN

$299,900

104 FOGLEMAN COURT
3BD, 2BA on a private cul de
sac near the back gate in SLW

$224,900

TOM MCGINNIS, BROKER/REALTOR®

673-1724 • 315-9127 (c) • 673-3676 (h)
E-mail: tmcginnis1948@earthlink.net • www.propertyctr.com

Please take time to visit our new website!

The Property Center

105 THOMAS PT, LOT 3089
Lakefront on Auman with 194’
of bulkheaded frontage. Onsite

system approved.  $285,000
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�
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���
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109 TIMBER RIDGE COURT
Stately 4 bedroom 3 bath
home in exclusive area of

Seven Lakes West. $475,000

102 THOMAS POINT
3 BD, 2 BA, screened porch
close to Johnson Pt and BR
Country Club.  $175,000

���
���
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630 MCLENDON HILLS DR
Premium lakefront lot in the

exclusive McLendon Hills.
One of the best left!   $335,000

114 OWENS CIRCLE
Immaculate and recently-

updated 3BR, 2 BA Split Plan.
$219,900

104 AMBERWOOD COURT
All brick single level with

walkout on Lake Echo with
dock. Oversized lot. $349,900

103 FOREST SQUARE LANE
Golf front with wide views of

the Beacon Ridge course. 3 BR,
3 BA, basement. $239,000
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120 ZIEGLER COURT
Morganwood Equestrian Lot

65 PH IV. 5 ac. fenced pasture
& turn out barn.  $114,999
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277 MACDOUGALL DRIVE
Commercial Building for three
tenants. New separately con-
trolled HVAC 2011.  $265,000

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL • INDUSTRIAL
www.tracyscarpets.com

FREE ESTIMATES – Check our prices before you buy

“In business over 39 years. Come by to see us.”

Travis Building • 136-A N. Trade Street
Office: 673-5888  •  Home: 673-5372  •  Fax: 673-0055

Hardwood
& Carpet

Largest Sale of the Year!
(on Selected Items)

TRACY’S CARPET

SALE!

(Continued from page 12)

(See “Fix’M,” p. 15)

YOU ARE
INVITED!

Vacation Bible School
West End United Methodist Church

July 28-August 1 •  6:00 – 8:15 pm
Registration 5:30 pm on July 28

Ages: 3 Years to Completed 5th Grade

Call church for more information:

910-673-1371
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Children entering kinder-
garten through sixth grade
are invited to attend the
“Everywhere Fun Fair” Vaca-
tion Bible School at Seven
Lakes Chapel in the Pines
August 5 through August 9. 

Bible School will begin at
5:30 pm each evening with
a child-friendly supper fol-
lowed by crafts, singing,

games, and story time.  Ses-
sions will end at 7:45 pm. 

There is no charge and all
children are welcome to
attend even if their family
does not attend the Chapel. 

The Chapel is located at
581 Seven Lakes Drive across
from the entrance to the
Seven Lakes North gate.

To make sure that the

Chapel has prepared enough
food and are ready for the
children who will attend,
please  register your child
by calling the Chapel Office
at 673-2156 during office
hours, Monday – Friday 9
am until 1 pm or call Dora
Lancaster at 673-0166 or
email her at dlancaster72
@nc.rr.com

7 Lakes Chapel offers VBS

3 OAK CT • PINEHURST
Brick, split bedroom overlooks
small pond, quiet cul-de-sac.

Call Phil – $270,000

LONG OR SHORT TERM RENTALS!

������	����
�&���
���		
��
��
$$$� !� �!#%�#!���� ����!���������"#���"�

Featured
Homes 125 West Plaza Drive, Seven Lakes, North Carolina

The Property Center

260 BOULDER DRIVE
Country Living at it's best. Just

outside 7 Lakes. 3BD/2BA.
Call Phil – $170,000

161 MAGNOLIA SQUARE
Commercial Office Space in

Aberdeen. Excellent Location.
Call Larry – $249,000

3222 W NC 24/27, BISCOE
High Visibility Commercial.

Main hwy, across from Walmart.

Larry or Angel – $299,000

104 AMBERWOOD COURT
All brick single level with

walkout on Lake Echo. Dock,
oversized lot. $359,900

224 Longleaf Dr. SLW $59,900
Golf Front. Call Phil

104 Somerset SLS $15,000
Nicely wooded. Call Norma

630 McLendon Hills Dr. $335,000
Lake Front. Call Tom

105 Dennis Circle SLW $31,500
High Corner Lot. Call Larry

OUTSTANDING HOMESITES

109 TIMBER RIDGE
Stately 4BR, 3BA home on one
acre lot in Seven Lakes West.

Call Tom – $475,000

104 DOUGLAS DRIVE
Executive Lake Auman Water-
front Home. 5BR/4.5BA. Home
Theater. Call Phil – $895,000

104 WOODALL CT
SLW Upscale executive home.

4BR/4.5BA
Call Tom – $525,000

102 THOMAS POINT
3 BD, 2 BA, screened porch
close to Johnson Pt and BR
Country Club.  $175,000

���
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660 NC HWY 73
Manufactured Home, brick
foundation, quiet, large lot

Call Phil – $75,000

and, Carter explained, that
covers a small percentage of
the $200-$250 the Center
has invested in shots, worm-
ing, microchipping, and spay-
ing or neutering the pets it
adopts out.

Asked whether that fee
might be an impediment to
adopting out as many pets
as possible, Carter said”
There’s an argument to be
made that someone who can’t
afford $85 for a dog can’t

afford the dog.”
However, he said, the Advi-

sory Committee has been
looking at the possibility of
having reduced-cost specials
on adoptions.

Daniel noted that a large
portion of the adoption fee
winds up going back to the
Spay-Neuter Clinic and sug-
gested that the Fix’M program
might be used to help cover
a portion of the fee, in the
case of adoptions to house-
holds on public assistance.

The ultimate goal
Commissioner Jimmy

Melton has been the Board
of Commissioners point man
on animal issues, intimately
involved in the Citizen’s Pet
Responsibility Committee,
in the recent move to make
Animal Operations a stand-
alone department, and in
the New Animal Operations
Advisory Committee.

“I’ve never seen such a ded-
icated group of people,”
Melton said of the committee
members and volunteers.

“One of the highlights of
my career as a Commissioner
is getting involved with ani-
mals,” Melton said. “But it
is one of hardest problems
that we have as Commis-
sioners. And a lot of the prob-
lem with our animals is with
our people.”

“Before I leave as a County
Commissioner, I would like
to see that our animal shelter
no long has to put animals
down.”

“Hopefully, a year from now
or so, we can stand and say
that Moore County is a light
on a hill for the state of North
Carolina in terms of animal
control.”

Fix’M

Edward T Hill
Financial Advisor

910-691-2616
edward.hill@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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105 Seven Lakes Court
West End, NC 27376

• Real Estate • Traffic Offenses
• Business Law • Estate Planning
• Business Planning • Estate Administration

Phone: (910)673-1325              Fax: (910)673-1327
website: www.gbcnclaw.com

(Continued from page 14)

Give the gift of life!

Visit
redcrossblood.org
to learn how and
where to donate.
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•  Moore County Library -

Carthage – 4:30 to 6 pm,
Concerned about the Zom-
bie Apocalypse? Hey, join
the club! Teens are invited
share their survival plans
at the Library. 910-947-
5335 .  Moor e  County
Library, 101 Saunders
Street, Carthage. Mon–Fri
8:30 am - 6 pm, Sat. 10
am – 4 pm.  www.srls.info 

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Kings of Summer, starring:
Nick Robinson & Gabriel
Basso, 7:30 pm. Tickets:
$7. Sunrise Theater, 250
NW Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

�
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•  Succulent Container

Workshop – 10 am to 12
Noon, “The Plant Diva”
Linda Hamwi will host an
entertaining and instructive
class in the art of creating
a succulent container gar-
den. Sandhills Community
Co l l e ge ,  S t eed
Hall/Stephens Laboratory.
Sandhills Horticultural
Society members $27, non-
members $32. Space lim-
ited. Call Tricia Mabe to
register at (910) 695-3882.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Kings of Summer, starring:
Nick Robinson & Gabriel
Basso, 2:30 & 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $7. Sunrise The-

ater, 250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines 692-3611.

����
����������
•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church –
9:30 am, Holy 

  Communion. 1145 Seven
Lakes Drive. 673-3838.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Kings of Summer, starring:
Nick Robinson & Gabriel
Basso, 2:30 & 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $7. Sunrise The-
ater, 250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines (910) 692-
3611.

•  Weymouth Woods – 3 pm,
The Best of Nests. Don’t
miss this opportunity to
see first hand just how
amazing birds are as
builders.  Meet at the Visitor
Center Auditorium. Wey-
mouth Woods, 1024 Fort
Bragg Rd., Southern Pines,
910-692-2167. Free.

•  VBS at WEUMC – West
End United Methodist
Church will be hosting
Vacation Bible School this
Sunday, July 28 through
Thursday, August 1, from

6 pm to 8:15 pm each
night. VBS is for children
ages 3 through the 5th
grade. The students will
be studying “Athens - Paul’s

Dangerous Journey
to Share the

Truth.” Reg-
istration at
5 :30  pm.
673-1371
for informa-
tion. West
End United
Methodist

Church, 4015 NC Highway
73, West End.

•  The Rooster’s Wife – doors
open at 6 pm, show at 6:45
pm, in the gallery of Poplar
Knight Spot. Will Kim-
brough. Rooster’s Wife. 114
Knight St., Aberdeen,
www.theroosterswife.org
(910)-944-7502.
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•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Kings of Summer, starring:
Nick Robinson & Gabriel
Basso, 7:30 pm. Tickets:
$7. Sunrise Theater, 250
NW Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.

�����
����������
•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.

�������
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•  Moore County Library –

summer readers grades K-
5 will discover why having
the “Worms Crawl In” is a
good thing. Join in at the
Library, Carthage at 10:30
am or at Robbins Area
Library at 3 pm. Moore
County Library, 101 Saun-
ders Street, Carthage. 910-
947-5335.

•  Rosary at Chapel in the
Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Seven Lakes Landowners
Association – 7:30 pm,
General meeting. Seven
Lakes North Clubhouse. 

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Classic movie night: Pretty
Woman, starring: Richard
Gere & Julia Roberts, at
7:30 pm. Tickets: $5. Sun-
rise Theater, 250 NW Broad
Street, Southern Pines (910)
692-3611.

������
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). A time of fellowship,
devotion, and a meal $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,
1145 Seven Lakes Drive.

•  Sandhills Winery Wine
Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes

What’s When
Calendar
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CCutler utler TTrreeee
fine pruning of trees & ornamentals

tree and stump removal
plant site consulting & tree loss evaluation

692-7769
Geoff Cutler
Certified Arborist Fully Insured
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Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.com

• Sunflix at the Sunrise –
What Maisie Knew, starring:
Julianne Moore & Steve
Coogan, 7:30 pm. Tickets:
$7. Sunrise Theater, 250
NW Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611. 
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•  Sunrise First Friday –

Summer concert presented
by Theater. Musical Guest
is Desert Noises. 5 pm -
8:30 pm. Free Admission!
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.
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•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –

What Maisie Knew, starring:
Julianne Moore & Steve
Coogan, 2:30 & 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $7. Sunrise The-
ater, 250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines (910) 692-
3611. 
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•  St. Mary Magdalene Epis-

copal Church – 9:30 am,
Holy Communion. 1145
Seven Lakes Drive. 673-
3838.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
What Maisie Knew, starring:
Julianne Moore & Steve
Coogan, 2:30 & 7:30 pm.
Tickets: $7. Sunrise The-

ater, 250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines (910) 692-
3611. 
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•  Weight Watchers Meeting

– 5 pm-6 pm, at St. Mary
Magdalene Episcopal
Church, 1145 Seven Lakes
Drive, Seven Lakes.

•  Chapel in the Pines Vaca-
tion Bible School – held
August 5 – August 9. The
theme this year is “Every-
where Fun Fair.” All Seven
Lakes and West End area
children who will be going
into kindergarten through
grade six in this year are
invited to attend. Light sup-
per will be served at 5:30
pm and Vacation Bible
School will end at 7:45
each night. To register for
VBS, please call the Chapel
at 673-2156 during office
hours, Monday – Friday 9
am until 1 pm. The last
date for registration is
August 1. Questions: con-
tact Dora Lancaster at 673-
0166  o r
dlancaster72@nc.rr.com.

• Sunflix at the Sunrise –
What Maisie Knew, starring:
Julianne Moore & Steve
Coogan, 7:30 pm. Tickets:
$7. Sunrise Theater, 250
NW Broad Street, Southern
Pines (910) 692-3611.
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•  Healing Service – 11 am,

St. Mary Magdalene Epis-
copal Church. 1145 Seven
Lakes Dr., Seven Lakes.
Intercessory prayers for the
sick & trouble, those in
harms way, traveling,
bereaved or deceased.

•  Moore County Board of
Commissioners – 5 pm,
at the Historic Courthouse,
Carthage.
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•  Rosary at Chapel in the

Pines – 7 pm, at the Chapel
in the Pines. Coordinator
Virginia Heerema, 673-
5150. Seven Lakes.

•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –
7:30 pm, Classic movie
night: Amadeus, starring:
F. Murray Abraham. Tick-
ets: $5 Sunrise Theater,
250 NW Broad Street,
Southern Pines 692-3611.
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•  Bread of Life Ministry –

West End United Methodist
Church, 11 am until 1 pm.
Ministry is for seniors (wid-
ows, widowers, and the eld-
erly). Fellowship and devo-
tion and a meal $5.

•  Gallery at Seven Lakes –
1 - 4 pm, at St. Mary Mag-
dalene Episcopal Church,

1145 Seven Lakes Drive.
•  Sandhills Winery Wine

Tasting – 5:30 pm to 8
pm. 1057 Seven Lakes
Drive. (910) 673-2949.
www.sandhillswinery.co

• Sunflix at the Sunrise –
Mud, 7:30 pm. Tickets: $7.
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines 692-3611. 
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•  Sunflix at the Sunrise –

Mud, 7:30 pm. Tickets: $7.
Sunrise Theater, 250 NW
Broad Street, Southern
Pines 692-3611. 
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•  Memorial Fishing Tour-

nament – dedication in the
park at 9:30 am. Fishing
10 am until 4 pm, held in
honor the late Rick Rhyne.
Tournament is on Lake
McKenzie in Foxfire. Ages
3 to 16 years. Rods avail-
able or bring your own.
Displays, prizes, and lunch
for kids. Bait furnished.
Contact The Boys and Girls
Club of the Sandhills, 910-
692-0777.

•  Caribbean Beach Party at
Seven Lakes Country
Club – Cocktails at 5:30
pm, buffet dinner at 6:30
pm, entertainment 7:30
pm to 10 pm. Call 673-
1100 details and for reser-
vations.

FRIDAY, JULY 26
6:30 - 9:30 PM

VILLAGE CENTRAL
Grant Street Between 

Lake House & TempControl

FREE CONCERT!
Brought to you by . . . .

The Seven Lakes Business Guild

Bring your Lawn Chair or Blanket
for a Great Night of Music!

Wine-$5 • Beer-$3 • Soda & Water-$2
Proceeds from Beverage Sales Support

Guild Projects to Enhance 7 Lakes Village

A church with a passion to help you know God
and discover His will for your life.

Now at Seven Lakes Plaza.

Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary Worship and Service

Nursery and Children’s Ministry

www.gracechurchsp.org • 910-692-6711
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than a set dollar amount,
they say you are going to
have this many positions
based on the number of stu-
dents in each grade.”

For FY2012-13, Moore
County was allotted 535
classroom teachers. The sys-
tem has more teachers than
that, but those are funded
out of other buckets.

After deciding how many
classroom teachers the dis-
trict needs, the state calcu-
lates the average cost of a
classroom teacher across the
state. Last year, that number
was $57,000. That’s not what
teachers get paid, but is
rather the total cost of a
teacher, including salary,
benefits, payroll taxes, and
so on.

That $57,000 is a statewide
average. But not all districts
are alike, Griffin explained.
A district with a large number
of senior teachers with
advanced degrees might come
in above the average — and
have to make up the differ-

ence in its teacher costs with
local funds.

A district with younger
teachers might come in below
the average. Moore County
fits that description. So, if
the state is allocating more
per teacher than teachers
actually cost the district,
what happens to the extra
money?

Converting teachers to cash
. . . to teachers

That’s the heart of the mat-
ter, Griffin explained. “In the
past . . . if you had 100 teach-
ers at $50,000, the extra
$7,000 could be converted
to cash. We could use it pay
for even more teachers” —
teacher that normally would
have been funded by county
taxpayers.

In fact, the money saved
from the teacher allocation
could be used for anything:
textbooks, classroom mate-
rials, library books, technol-
ogy. MCS used it to pay for
more teachers, saving money
in its local fund.

“So, we could use one hun-
dred percent of the money
the state gave us for class-
room teachers,” Griffin said.

The state gave local districts
that flexibility in FY 2009-
10, right after the recession
kicked in and school funding
was cut dramatically — in
Moore County’s case, drop-
ping from $67 million to $60
million in one year.

The extra flexibility was a
way to help cushion the blow
of budget cuts.

The state eliminated that-
flexibility in the FY 2012-13
budget year, and they did so
at the very last moment, after
budgets were already set.

“We received no advance
notice,” Griffin said. “Word
came in the night the budget
was approved. It was unex-

pected. We will have to deal
with it and react to it. But
we are one year behind being
able to react to the change.”

Because it came at the last
minute, the only option was
to make up the difference by
pulling $1.44 million out of
the MCS fund balance.
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Stress Management

Program
Beginning September 9, 2013
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Payment is expected at the time of service unless other arrangements have been made.
will verify your health insurance coverage and discuss rates and payment options with you.

Medicare and most major insurance companies cover group sessions. Our admissions personnel

from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 5. Space is limited.
an initial individual assessment, group therapy, classroom materials, follow-up assessment and a one-day workshop
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Elizabeth Manley, MSN, R.N., C.S., Clinical Coordinator
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479-10-13

Firs t Cas ualty Ins urance  Group
Your Group Network Agency

910-692-8303 • www.fcignc.com

Disaster can strike at any time, leaving
you uncertain and confused; and, when it
comes to filing a claim, “assumptions”
have left thousands of people in the dark.

I see too often individuals who purchase
a homeowner’s policy “assuming” all poli-
cies are alike — and, if they suffer a loss,
the claims adjuster just writes them a
check. It’s a little more complicated than
that.  

Have you actually read your insurance
policy? Do you know what is covered, the
special limitations, what is excluded, and
ultimately, your responsibility in the event
of a loss in order to collect?

You need to make sure that you have
enough insurance to replace the things
you own and the information necessary to
have your claim settled faster, in addition
to substantiating your losses for your tax
return.

I want to share a website with you where
you can sign up for free online software
that makes creating and keeping a home
inventory easy: www.KnowYourStuff.org  

What’s Your Back -Up Plan?

Call Jill Edwards , Accredited Advisor of Insurance
We’re  putting  the  profes s ionalis m back into  the  s a le  of the

insu rance contract and chang ing the fac e of insura nce. 
Call me for an appo intment and consu ltation …you’ll  be glad you did.

910-692-8303

�	���������
(Continued from page10)

The Seven Lakes Telephone Directory is
updated each year by the Seven Lakes
EMS to ensure the community has the
latest contact information. Directory infor-
mation is updated through the efforts of
a dedicated group of community volunteers
and net proceeds from the directory sales
support the Seven Lakes EMS Squad.

To ensure the directory has the most
accurate contact information, please check
to make sure your information is correct.

If corrections are necessary, please submit
them as follows by October 15:
• Drop by your Landowners Association

office and fill out an EMS Telephone
Directory Change form:

• Drop by the Seven Lakes EMS station,
on Seven Lakes Drive, and fill out a
Directory Change form or:

• You can also E-mail your information
to: emsbook69@gmail.com. You will
receive confirmation that the information
was received.
The Seven Lakes EMS expect the 2014

directory to be available in December –
just in time to provide the directory as an
important Christmas gift for family and
friends.

2014 Seven Lakes Telephone Directory Update
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114 JUNIPER CT • 7LN

2BD LOTS OF LIVING SPACE! $167,000

SHANNON STITES
Broker, SFR

SEARCH ALL MOORE COUNTY LISTINGS AT WWW.SHANNONSTITES.COM

113 LONGLEAF DRIVE • 7LW

4 BED + BONUS!  $275,000

116 JAMES DR • 7LW

4 BD + MANY UPGRADES! • $286,000

129 HARRELL RD • 7LW

3 BED + DEN, SPACIOUS, GREAT VIEWS! $475,000

240 FIRETREE LANE • 7LN

3 BD+ 2.5 BA, ALL BRICK • $179,900

119 ANDREWS DR • LAKE AUMAN

CUSTOM WATERFRONT, MINT CONDITION!  $899,000

119 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

3 BD + 2 BONUS RMS  $240,000 

CHAD STITES

CHAD & SHANNON STITES  YOUR SEVEN LAKES NEIGHBORS!

ShannonStites@gmail.com     Shannon: (910) 992-6231
ChadStites@nc.rr.com     Chad: (910) 992-6230       

108 SMATHERS• 7LW

BOLTON BLDRS AWARD WINNER  $275,000

112 ANCHOR PT • 7LW

2 MASTER SUITES & WATERVIEW  $399,900 

106 SIMMONS • 7LW

4BD+BONUS, CLOSE TO MARINA  $349,000

124 SHAW DRIVE • 7LW

CLOSE TO MARINA!  $245,000

WATERVIEW!

BIG J WATERFRONT!

128 OWENS CIRCLE • 7LW 

3 BR / 3.5. BA       $315,000

459 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

WATER VIEW IN EVERY ROOM $515,000

AUMAN WATERFRONT

166 JAMES DRIVE • 7LW

3 BD+2 BA UPDATED!  $200,000 

135 LANCASHIRE LN • 7LS

3/2 WITH 2 CAROLINA RMS  $165,000 

MANY UPGRADES!

112 CLAY • 7LW

SPACIOUS WATERFRONT! $599,900

115 BAKER • 7LW

RV/BOAT STORAGE  $450,000

WATERFRONT!

135 E DEVONSHIRE • 7LW

3BD+2 BA, MANY UPGRADES  $245,000

MUST SEE!

UNDER CONTRACT! UNDER CONTRACT!

143 SUNSET WAY • 7LN

AFFORDABLE ENERGY EFFICIENCY $177,500

UNDER CONTRACT!

102 PINEDALE • 7LN

3BD+DEN, CAROLINA RM  $315,000

185’ LAKE SEQUOIA WATERFRONT!

101 PITTMAN RD • 7LW

WATERVIEW, 3 BD+LOFT $349,900

270 LONGLEAF DR • 7LW

4 BD+BONUS+LOFT!  $325,000 

SOLD! SOLD!

138 WINSFORD CIRCLE • 7LS

3/2 GOLF & LAKEFRONT  $199,000 

101 HAMPTON CT • 7LS

3 BD + 2.5 BA BRICK  $210,000 

GREAT LOT

VALUES

AVAILABLE!
CALL FOR A COMPLETE LIST

Celebrate history, heritage
and the arts at this sum-
mer’s third and final 2nd
Saturdays Arts Fest at the
Museum of the Cape Fear
on Saturday, August 10,
from 11 am to 4 pm. A vari-

ety of artists and craftspeople
will set up shop on the
grounds of the 1897 Poe
House to display and sell
local handmade crafts and
creations. 

The event also features

music by local musicians
and food. Admission to the
event is free. Come prepared
to shop. 

Items for sale include
handmade baskets, mesh
wreaths, custom jewelry,

children’s hair bows, hand
painted novelty items, pot-
tery, baked goods and more. 

Kids can make a beeswax
candle and paint a water-
color picture at the “Make
It, Take It” stations. 
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available in every elementary
school.

Strong fund
balance important

Despite unexpected state
rule changes that caused an
unanticipated drawdown of
MCS ’  fund  ba lance  in
FY2012-2013, Griffin said
the fund balance totals a
healthy $9.5 million.

The size of that fund bal-
ance has attracted scrutiny
from the Moore County Board
of Commissioners during
budget negotiations, but Grif-
fin defended the importance
of a strong MCS fund bal-
ance.

“There are two primary pur-
poses of a strong fund bal-
ance,” he told Board of Edu-
cation members. “It allows
us to absorb funding reduc-
tions without immediate dras-
tic cuts. And it provides the
ability to implement new ini-
tiatives. We are still moving
forward toward realizing our
goals, despite funding reduc-
tions.”

After Griffin’s presentation,”
Superintendent Dr. Aaron
Spence praised his manage-
ment of MCS finances. “

“One of our core beliefs is
the strategic allocation of
resources,” Spence said. “We
have to look at funding needs
and priorities and make sure
we are continuing to move
this district forward. We have
a great leadership team. . .
. Because of Mike’s conser-
vative approach to the budget,
we have been fortunate to
be able to move forward
despite budget challenges.”

At Griffin’s request the
Board unanimously approved
the final FY 2012-2013 budg-
et.

New hires
Dr. Spence introduced a

to the Board a number of
new MCS employees, and
announced new positions for
existing employees, includ-
ing:

•  Kim Bullard, former prin-
cipal at Highfalls Elementary,
who will become principal at
West Pine Elementary.

•  Shelia Gilliard, who pre-
viously served as a principal
in Hoke County, who will

become principal at Southern
Middle School.

•  Michelle Bennett, moving
from Scotland County to
serve as assistant principal
for West End and Carthage
Elementary Schools.

•  Diane Fey, moving from
New Century Middle School
to serve as Specialist for
Social Studies and Advanced
Studies.

•  Melanie Hamblin, moving
from the Department of Pub-
lic Instruction to serve as
MCS’ Director for Instruc-
tional Design and Innova-
tion.

Other Business
In other business during

its July 15 regular meeting,
the Moore County Board of
Education:
• Renamed Pinckney Acad-

emy “The Community
Learning Center at Pinck-
ney,” reflecting its mission
to serve students when
they don’t succeed in a tra-
ditional high school set-
ting.

• Named the l ibrary at
Southern Pines Primary
“The Mary Scott Harrison
Library,” in honor of the
school’s recently retired
principal, who served twen-
ty-nine years as a teacher,
assistant principal and
principal. The Board had
to first waive a standing
policy that prohibits nam-
ing facilities for individu-
als.

• Approved a $138,400
expansion of a parking lot
at Pinecrest High School,
with the goal of using funds
from the state education
lottery to cover that cost.
Board Chairman Ed Den-
nison explained that the
construction on an auxil-
iary gym at the school will
reduce the number of
spaces available to stu-
dents. The expansion is
expected to help with that
problem, as well as provide
additional parking for after
hours events at the school
and a practice space for
the marching band.

• Replaced a carpentry
instructor position at North
Moore High School with
and Agriculture educator.

• Al located $10,000 in
unused Board training
funds to begin the con-
struction of a picnic shelter
and arboretum near the
MCS Administration Build-
ing in honor of former
superintendent Dr. Susan
Purser. Board Member
Enola Lineberger said the
intent is to create an invit-
ing space that MCS classes
can use for field trips and
functions.

• Was thanked by Becky
Cameron of St. Andrews
University for MCS partic-
ipation in the university’s
student teacher programs.

• Heard from Lineberger that
she, Associate Superin-
tendent Kathy Kennedy,
and West End Elementary
Pr inc ipa l  Le i gh  Ann
McClendon had spoken to
the Seven Lakes Kiwanis
Club.

120 MacDougall Drive  • 673-7467
Mon-Fri 8:30 am – 6 pm • Sat 8:30 am – Noon
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ITEMS INCLUDE: 
Walkers, Rolling Walkers,
Bedside Commodes, Wheelchairs,
Nebulizers, Canes, Crutches,
Diabetic Testing Supplies,
Elevated Toilet Seats, and More!

673-1180
114 Edgewater Drive
Seven Lakes North

��
���
���
���

���
�
���
����
���
��	���

��������
��
���

�	�����

��	��

������	��
�
��������

Feeling Good is
the Fun of It!
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(Continued from page 10)
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Pierman reminded the
board, “We are not talking
about  unknowns;  dam
repairs or other emergency
situations. None of us can
address that because nobody
knows.”

Approval of the necessary
funding would occur during
the annual budget process
and be voted on at the Annu-
al Meeting.

Communication is Key
“Communications has been

my focus over  the last
month,” Secretary Brian Ben-
jamin reported. “Since our
last meeting, I have been
working on ways that we can
strive to put more people on
our website.” 

Benjamin noted it would
be a considerable unbudgeted
expense to contact all resi-
dents by mail to encourage
website use. The mailing
would not only encourage
them to use the website, but
also provide a guide to logging
on and navigating within the
website.

It would be a worthwhile
expense said Director Bruce
Keyser. “My personal feeling
is that it should get mailed
out to everyone,” Keyser
noted. “We have people that
are listed on the website that
don’t go there very often. Sec-
ond, we have people that get
on website, get logged in,
and then accidentally log out
and don’t know how to log
back in. I think we should
go ahead and get that sent
out to all the members as
quickly as possible.”

President’s Corner
Stevens encouraged resi-

dents to regularly check the

President’s Corner on the
SLWLA website. 

“The website is a very effec-
tive form of communication,”
Stevens said. “I make fre-
quent additions to it through-
out the week and month. I
will be editing on a continual
basis, adding new and remov-
ing old information.”

Retrieving Records
The SLWLA archives are

currently incomplete, and
the Board asked that anyone
who might have access to
old minutes from the years
1991 to 1999 contact them.
The minutes are being col-
lected for the archives. 

Meeting with County 
On Thursday, August 15

at 7:00 pm the Greater Seven
Lakes Community Council
will meet with the Board of
Commissioners in the Great
Room of the West Side Park
Community Center. The
meeting is a special meeting
of the Commissioners and
is open to the public.  

Johnson Point Closure
Communi ty  Manager

Jeanette Mendence reported
that Johnson Point beach
will be closed July 29 and
30 for the addition of sand. 

The boat ramp will not be
closed, but boaters might
experience delays as trucks
and equipment are moved
in and out. 

Mendence reported that a
boat was observed by the
lake patrol speeding and cut-
ting doughnuts in the no
wake zone. “This is not
allowed on the lake and it is
dangerous to all of us,” she
said. 

Four Wheelers are not legal
Residents have reported

four wheelers being operated
on Westside roads. SLWLA
is in the process of addressing
the problem.

Mendence said is not legal
to operate a four wheeler on

public roads in North Car-
olina, and it is a violation of
the Association’s rules. The
four wheeler offenders include
residents, renters, and tres-
passers who come in through
the woods, she added.   

Used Trailer Sale
Residents of unattended

boat trailers have been given
ample time and notice to
claim their property. The
SLWLA attorney advised that
the trailers can now be
declared abandoned and be
offered for sale; as is, where
is, and without any warranty
of title. The Board voted
unanimously during Tues-
day’s meeting to approve the
sale of unattended trailers. 
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Large Selection of

Vacuum Bags & Belts
Sewing Supplies

American Made Products

OIL CHANGE BRAKES TIRES AC REPAIRS

WINDOW MOTORS WHEEL ALIGNMENT EMISSIONS TESTING

TRANSMISSION SERVICE BATTERIES/ALTERNATORS/STARTERS

Platinum Member of the Seven Lakes - West End Area Business Guild

Phil & Kathy Cook, Owners
Mike Deegan, Service Advisor

144 MacDougall Street • Seven Lakes, NC
673-2277

(Continued from page 3)

Grad

Michael Greco
Of,cer Candidate School
Newport, Rhode Island

Michael Greco, son of
Karyn and John Greco, of
McLendon Hills, graduated
from Of,cer  Candidate
School, Newport, Rhode
Island, on July 12.

Ensign Greco received the
Honors Student Award for
demonstration of the highest
averages in academics, phys-
ical training, and military bear-
ing within his class.
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I do not think the end is
around the corner, but I do
think it may be in sight, up
ahead.

I am referring to the road
construction surrounding
the widening of NC Highway
211, between downtown West
End and the beloved traffic
circle in Pinehurst. For any-
one living in Seven Lakes
who ever travels to “town,”
that road construction has
been a thorn in our side for
two years now.

It has been a fascinating
construction to watch. They
have had us switching lanes
often, with new lane config-
urations sprouting up with
regularity. I have grown to
know the faces of the flag
men. When the sun beats
down on a hot day, I feel
compassion for the workers.

I count how many large
caterpillars and bulldozers I
see, in honor of our grandson
Xavier, who thinks caterpillars
and bulldozers totally rock.
I try to avoid those nasty
curbs, which seem an inch
or two higher than the road
itself, because they upset my

little car when I hit them. I
am still trying to figure out
why a state highway even
has curbs, but I always
decide these transportation

engineers know more than
me, or, at least, I sure hope
they do. 

Anyway, I see progress,
steady progress, and I tell
myse l f ,  soon  a  be t t e r,
smoother and faster drive to
“town,” will be the case. I tell
myself that even while I am

sitting waiting for
the flagmen
to tell us it
is our turn
to proceed.

Our fami-
ly travels to
N o r t h e r n
M i c h i g a n
each year
for vacation,

and up there, they say there
are only two seasons: “winter”
and “road construction” sea-
son.

When I see a sign saying
something like “under con-
struction,” I always think it
is a metaphor for our lives
at large. I never have con-
sidered myself a “finished
product.” I remain perpetually
“under construction.” Or, to
put it an-other way, “God
ain’t through with me yet.”
I take comfort in that.

I even have a construction
project for my life, and hon-
estly, it has been a work in

progress for many years. The
acronym for it is the “LIP.”
The LIP stands for the “Larry
Improvement Project.” If you
know me, perhaps you are
frustrated with the slow pace
of the “Larry Improvement
Project,” but, hey, even to
widen 211 to four lanes over
eight miles has taken more
than two years. 

The tentative date for the
conclusion of the “LIP” has
been pushed back to say,
2031, when, if I am blessed
enough to still be kicking, I
will be 80. By then I will be
one wide, smooth road, I
hope.

These construction projects
need our patience, which is,
truly, a fruit of the spirit, as
the Apostle Paul reminds us
in his letters. I see lots of
things on cars these days. I
see all kinds of things,
bumper stickers advocating
this and that, literally every
cause under the sun. Some
seem to express complete
impatience with everyone
else, as in, I am right about
this, and you are wrong about
this. I even see hate expressed
in bumper stickers. Imagine
going around all day long
advertising the fact you are
a hater.

The other day, I was behind
a car, and I realized it had
the fruits of the spirit literally
etched into the rear bumper
— love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-
control. It didn’t even say
what they were, or where
they came from, or send along
a message something like “I
got Jesus, and you don’t.” It
just listed them. I wonder if
anyone ever beeps at that
car to get moving when the
light turns green.

Patience is so absent these
days.

Ye t  peop l e  need  our
patience. Our children need
our patience. Our spouses
need our patience. Our state
transportation departments
need our patience. Few things
happen overnight, and some-
times the things that do hap-
pen overnight, don’t happen
very well.

Patience is truly a fruit of
a good spirit. 

Next time you are waiting
for the flagman to say “go,”
remember that.

Larry Lyon is pastor of
the West End Presbyterian

Church in the “West End
Historic District.”

The end is near!

Seven Lakes Times
July 26, 2013 OPINION
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Thank You Moore County!
Your Board of Education

thanks our Moore County
Community for supporting
our public schools. Thanks
to all the organizations, clubs,
churches, businesses, munic-
ipalities, the media, and indi-
viduals who have given their
time, talents, and resources
for the benefit of our chil-
dren.

A special thank you to all
Moore County School employ-
ees for their passion, dedi-
cation, and commitment
toward helping our students
succeed.

Together, with your sup-

port, we look forward to
another year of continued
improvement in our journey
of “Growing to Greatness.”

Ed Dennison
Chairman

Moore County Schools
Board of Education

Board of Ed says Thanks!

Dear Community,
Thank You!
A few lines to express our

gratitude to our family,
friends, and neighbors of
Seven Lakes and Foxfire Vil-
lage for their love, comfort
and concern during my can-
cer treatments in 2012 and

my hip replacement in July.
Five years of living in Seven

Lakes has shown us the gen-
erosity of the residents, and
we are very proud to call this
“home sweet home.”

God Bless you all,
Ed and Sharon Sanchez

Seven Lakes South
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Rev. Don Welch is taking a few weeks off from writing
his regular column for The Times. We expect he will be
back on this page in mid-August or early-September.

The ‘Rev’ will return
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I have been asked so many
times: “So, why are there so
many styles of worship?” 

We live in a diverse world.
Today, we have the potential
to have five different gener-
ations in any of our services.
Sometimes it is difficult to
try to reach across the gen-
erations, because they view
things very differently.

First we have Seniors, any-
one born between 1900 and
1928. They have a different
view on the world, as they
usually did not travel fre-
quently or move any distance
from their childhood homes. 

Seniors are loyal, with tra-
ditional value systems, many
times staying with one
employer for life. They prob-
ably never dealt with divorce
until their children and
grandchildren began to
divorce. Their view of the
future is uncertain, as they
are nearing the end of their
time. They often don’t em-
brace technology, because
they have never had to do
so.  

We have the Builders: the
peop l e  who  wer e  bor n
between 1929 and 1945. 

These people usually have
more conservative values and
viewed their careers as a
means to a living, not some-
thing that they necessarily
loved to do. They want to
stabilize the future, because
they want to retire. Their
view on technology is rather
indifferent. They probably
hope that they will outlive
it. They can take it or leave
it, but they don’t usually
embrace it. They usually
endure it.

Then we have the Boomers,
who were born between 1946
and 1964. The Boomers are
very different from the pre-
vious generations, because

they helped shape what
America is today. They trans-
formed America and their
careers have been very central

and focused in their life. Their
value systems are self-based
because they view authority
as something that they will
replace. They usually em-
brace technology, because
they have mastered it. Their
view of the future is that they
will create it.

The next generation is the
Busters. This is my genera-
tion, born between 1965 and
1983. The Busters enjoy tech-
nology because they grew up
with it. The “Busters value
system” was shaped by the
television. The role of the
Busters career is that it is
an irritant, because they can
do much of their work from
wherever they are. Busters
are interested only in how
things relate to themselves,
and many have a fatalistic
view of the future.  

The last group, one that
we know little about, are the
Millennials. They were born
between 1984 and 2004.
They are going to choose their
own authority, and their life
paradigm is “Life is a cafe-
teria.” They are very global.
They will shop around for a
value system, which is usu-
ally a mixture of many dif-
ferent value systems. They
have volatile schedules,
because they employ tech-
nology for everything. They

can text, twitter, and facebook
all at the same time, with
the other hand in their pocket
on their phone. They are
ready to transform the

world, because
they believe
tha t  they
can. They
are very op-
timistic of
the future
b e c a u s e
they have

never experienced failure —
and many received a trophy
every time that they did any-
thing, win, lose or draw. 

So, you ask, “Why are
churches doing multiple serv-
ices with different music and
programs?” 

The answer lies in the fact
that there are many inter-
esting generations in our
congregations, that all have
a great deal to offer. We
should embrace them in our

churches and get to know
them. 

Rather than being upset
that they are different from
you, invite them to lunch
and find out why they think
a certain way. We can learn
a lot from each other.

Chris Hrabosky is pastor
at Seven Lakes Baptist

Church. You may send him
your question or comments

at chrabosky@mac.com.

Ministering across five generations

Susan T. Adams
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Revised Water Ordinances
The Board approved revised

ordinances for Moore County
Public Utilities and the East
Moore Water District during
Tuesday’s meeting. Public
Utilities Director Gould said
the ordinances had not been
updated in a number of
years, and credited staffer
Megan Owrey for managing
the revision and the research
that went into it.

Noting that the current
Water Ordinance allows a
fairly short window from the
time bills are mailed to cus-
tomers until a late fee is
imposed,  Chairman Picerno
asked whether the new ordi-
nance addresses that issue.
Owrey explained that the
new ordinance extended the
window from fifteen to twen-
ty-one days.

“I think that will alleviate
a lot of the calls that we
have,” Picerno said.

In other Public Utilities
business, the Commission-
ers:
• Accepted a $1.3 million

zero interest loan from the
NC Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural
Resources to pay for the
rehabilitation of a collapsed
sewer interceptor near the
Pinehurst traffic circle.

• Approved a $136,000 con-
tract for the purchase of
flow monitoring equipment

for the County sewer sys-
tem. Public Utilities Director
Gould explained that some
demonstration monitors
had allowed staff to detect
problems with pump tim-
ing. “You are confident you
can save money down the
road?’ Picerno asked. “Yes,’
Gould replied.”

• Awarded a $136,000 con-
tract to Lime-Chem for the
purchase of lime slurry
used to adjust Ph at the
wastewater treatment
plant.

Long-term Lease
Proposed at Airport

At the request of Moore
County Airport Executive
Director Steve Borden, the
Commissioners called a pub-
lic hearing for Tuesday,
August 6 on a long-term lease
of a 28,669 square foot parcel
of land at the airport to Time
Saver Aviation, LLC, a private
jet charter company.

Time Saver plans to con-
struct a 100 foot x 100 foot
hangar on the property. Lease
payments for the land would
total $7,167 annually and
the company is seeking a
twenty-year lease with a five
year optional extension. At
the end of the lease, the prop-
erty and hangar would revert
to County ownership.

NC Genera l  S ta tutes
require a lease of greater
than ten years to be treated

in the same way as a sale of
property. In this case, the
County is using an “upset
bid” process, which will allow
a competing offer to be put
forward prior to the August
6 public hearing.

Linden Lodge
Seeks Support

Marianne Kernan, Execu-
tive Director of Linden Lodge,
a home for men and women
with a serious and persistent
mental illness located in
Aberdeen, asked the Board
for support in four areas:
• Endorsing a letter to Gov-

ernor McCrory opposing
legislation that would
require preauthorization
of prescriptions for psy-
chiatric drugs. Kernan said
this adds a layer of bureau-
cracy between doctor and
patient that will reduce
patient compliance, which
is critical for those dealing
with mental illness.

• Offering support for an
effort, still in the early
stages, in which local Pres-
byterian churches may
band together to create a
safe place for those with
serious mental illness to
spend their day.

• Waiving solid waste dis-
posal fees for material
cleared from an area that
Linden Lodge is transform-
ing into a park that can
be used by both Lodge res-

idents and members of the
wider community.

• Waiving the customary $50
fee that supporters of Lin-
den Lodge and the Moore
County Chapter of the
National Alliance on Mental
Illness were charged when
they recently staged a
demonstration outside the
Historic Courthouse.
“We will look at each of the

four issues,” Commissioners
Chairman Nick Picerno
assured Kernan.” Linden
Lodge is privately funded,
and receives no financial sup-
port from the County.

Virtual Computing
Information technology

Director Darlene Yudell pro-
vided the Board with an
update on the Virtual Com-
puting Project, which allows

county employees to log into
their accounts on the County
network and access their
business applications from
any computer.

Virtual computing also
allows the County to pur-
chase “thin clients” instead
of fully capable desktop per-
sonal computers. Yudell said
the thin clients cost $365
each, versus the typical $900
cost of a PC. Chairman Picer-
no noted that the expected
life of a thin client is ten
years, versus three or four
years for a PC.

The Virtual Computing
Project began six months
later than expected, Yudell
said, but has been consis-
tently on track and under
budget since. Users in eleven
County departments are cur-
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rently testing the system and,
by year end, she said, “we
will consider it normalized
— it is a part of our normal
operations.”

Yudell requested, and the
Board approved, an amend-
ment to the contract of the
consulting firm assisting in
the rollout of the Virtual Com-
puting project reflecting the
delayed start of the project.

Other Business
In other business during

their Tuesday, July 17 meet-
ing the Moore County Board
of Commissioners:
• Heard from Interim Tax

Administrator Johnnie
Emondson that the Tax
office had achieved a 99.6
percent collection rate for
Fiscal Year 2012-13, which
he said is likely among the
highest collection rates in
the state. It is the twenty-
second year in a row that
the tax office has collected
more than 99 percent of
taxes due.

• Heard a progress report
from the Animal Operations
Board.

• Honored retiring 911 com-
municator Charles Radcliffe
for his seventeen years of
service.

• Recognized EMS, fire, and
public safety personnel and
volunteers who participated
in a Public Safety Leader-
ship Institute coordinated

by Sandhills Community
College.

• Called a public hearing for
Tuesday, August 6 on the
addition of four roads and
the deletion of one from
the County Road Naming
and Addressing Ordinance.

• Tabled consideration of an
agreement with the Town
of Aberdeen and Interna-
tional Tray Pads and Pack-
aging, Inc. that would
award  the  company
$15,500 in support of an
expansion that will create
thirty-three new jobs.
Aberdeen would provide
an additional $15,500, with
both the County and Town
contributions defraying the
cost of connecting the com-
pany to the County’s sewer
system.

• Approved a contract with
Sandhills Propane, Inc. for
up to 53,200 gallons of
propane at $1.309 per gal-
lon for the FY 2013-14
budget year.

• Approved  an  $8 ,276
change order to a contract
with Oral’s Construction
Company for the rehabili-
tation of a home near
Carthage. Planner Tim
Emmert said the discovery
of mold and termite dam-
age increased the cost of
the project.

• Revised a project budget
ordinance for single family
housing rehabilitation pro-
gram that will increase the

County’s share of federal
funds from $160,000 to
up to $500,000.

• Accepted $75,000 in federal
funds for an urgent repair
program that Emmert says
is directed toward disabled,
low-income homeowners,
over the age of 62, and is
used to install ramps,
accessible showers, and
s imi la r  access ib i l i t y
enhancements.

• Amended a contract with
cellular telephone compa-
nies that will have them
cover the cost of installing
cellular equipment on the
two McLean Road elevated
water tanks. County Attor-
ney Misty Leland explained
that the Village of Pinehurst
has required a “stealth”
design for the cellular
equipment, increasing the
cost by $226,000. A related
revised contract with Utility
Services Company, Inc.
was also approved.

• Appointed Chairman Picer-

no the voting delegate to
the Annual Conference of
the NC Association of
County Commissioners.

• Reappointed Max Muse
and Bob Hunt as ETJ rep-
resentatives to the Carthage
Planning Board.

• Reappointed Theron Bell
and Clara Bernicken to the
Library Board of Trustees.

• Tabled the appointment of
a Commissioner to the

Department of Social Serv-
ices Board.
Commissioner  Randy

Saunders was on vacation
and did not attend Tuesday’s
meeting.
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else,” Darr said. “We have a
requirement to provide the
amenity of trail rides before
jumping.

Purchasing two well-round-
ed horses that could be used
for trail rides and jumping
could meet the demand, Darr
explained. The money earned
from day camp enrollment
fees could be used to pay for
the purchase of additional
horses.

More time needed?
Director Chuck Leach sug-

gested taking more time, in
order to better gauge the
need.

“I have supported all of the
stable’s requests,” Leach said,
“Prancing Horses, leasing,
and jumping; but I cannot
support the purchase of two
more horses at this time. By
all available data, July is the
busiest month; and, by the
time we vote on this, it will
be end of July. We will have
additional time to collect
more data.” 

“We are very early in the
new budget year, and we
have already spent unbud-
geted funds for maintenance,
security, Lake Ramapo and
dam repairs.” Leach added.
“At this time, can we support
additional expenditures for
horses?”

At least one resident had
expressed concern about
Board priorities. 

“I received a phone call
from a resident,” Director
Racine reported. “She was
very vocal in the fact that
we took so much time to
spend extra money for secu-
rity, and are now are con-
sidering spending $6,000 for
a couple of horses. If we con-
tinue to have this problem,
then that is one thing — or
if it is an anomaly for one
or two months, then that’s
another. I don’t know at this
time.”

A majority of the Board
voted to move the question
to the July 31 Open Meeting,
with Leach and Racine voting
in opposition.

Tennis Courts in a Pickle
Pickle Ball is a new craze

that has already established
itself in resorts across the

South. Leach said he had a
chance to play on a recent
trip to Florida, and was
hooked. The Recreation Com-
mittee has had numerous
requests for several years to
provide bocce facilities as
well.

All three existing tennis
courts are in deplorable con-
dition and need to be resur-
faced. The Board discussed
ways to offer tennis, bocce
ball, shuffle board, and pickle
ball without extending the
courts’ original footprint.

Leach proposed resurfacing
one tennis court. The other
two courts would be convert-
ed to pickle ball and bocce
ball courts with minimal
structural work, necessary
patching, reuse of the existing
plastic surface, and long-
term fade resistant paint.
New fencing and modification
of existing fencing would be
required.

Leach re ferenced the
Reserve Study, which calls
for resurfacing of all the ten-
nis and basketball courts,
and replacing the fence. 

“A survey was also done
in January 2009 with several

hundred respondents from
this community,” Leach said.
“The item that generated the
most consistent comments
was that the tennis courts
are unplayable and some-
thing must be done.”

The new recreat ional
amenities would also make
the community more desir-
able, Darr said: “The new
courts would add to our curb
appeal. It is already lit so
that  you can play into
evening. On the bocce ball
court there is room to have
little tables with umbrellas
for sitting and waiting their
turn to play.”

The Board agreed that the
details would need to be
researched and ironed out
before proceeding.

New Club House 
Fees Proposed

Currently, both the Game
Room and the North Club
House are available for use
by residents. The board dis-
cussed the use of both build-
ings. They agreed that smaller
groups should be encouraged
to use the game room, with
the expectation that they do

their own set up and clean
up after themselves. There
would be no fee to use the
Game Room.

In the future, a fee would
be required to rent the Club
House. Non-Profits such as
Kiwanis Bingo and the Red
Cross Blood Drive would be
allowed to continue and use
the North Club House for
free. 

The board will bring the
proposed fees to a vote at
the July 31 Open Meeting.

Slow Lane Surfing
The board discussed a new

recreation opportunity, Sand-
hills Stand-up Paddle Board
Class — a form of recreation
that combines paddling and
yoga on a floating board
rather like a surfboard. 

Lessons are already offered

through Pinehurst Resort
and the Town of Southern
Pines. Confirmation of the
independent contractor’s
insurance and credentials
must be completed before
the classes can be approved. 

Director Bob Darr agreed
that, if everything checks
out: “This is another fun
recreation activity we can do
in our community.”

Back in the Lake
SLLA will be hosting its

second Open Water Swim
event of the year September
6 – 8. 

DIrector Conrad Meyer sug-
gested giving the local swim
team — the Sandhills Sharks
— blanket approval for future
scheduling.

“It would take a little bit
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June 13 Facilities Work Ses-
sion suggest that voters could
ultimately be asked to finance
$120 million to $140 million
in improvements. But those
totals — and the bonds and
associated referendums that
fund them — could be spread
across several phases.

The Board of Education
last asked Moore County vot-
ers to approve education
bonds in November of 2007,
when a $54 million bond
issue was approved by sev-
enty percent of those casting
ballots. That $54 million was
designed to fund only the
first phase of a three phase
Master Facilities Plan.

MCS was able to accom-
plish Phase 1 of that plan
for approximately $42 million,
and has been using the

remaining $11 million to fund
items from Phases 2 and 3
of that plan.

The remainder of the 2007
Plan will be tabled in favor
of a new plan based on
updated growth projections
and new input from the com-
munity.

MCS Chief Financial Officer
Mike Griffin told The Times
that public input will influ-
ence the projects funded, the
size of the bond request, and
any phasing.

The ultimate decision about
whether and when to sched-
ule a school bond referendum
rests with the Moore County
Board of Commissioners.

To build new or enlarge?
The starting point for a

new Facilities Master Plan
is a comprehensive study of

MCS facilities needs, prepared
by Moseley Architects and
delivered in May.

Looking one by one at indi-
vidual schools throughout
the system, assessing their
condition and potential for
student body growth, Moseley
prepared cost estimates for
scores of options.

Superintendent Aaron
Spence told the Board during
its June Work Session that
MCS staff had winnowed
those options, asking whether
they were educationally
sound, whether they met
needs throughout the County,
and whether they addressed
issues of overcrowding and
traffic backups.

That winnowing yielded
two primary options for the
North Moore and Union Pines
High School attendance
areas, and three options for
the Pinecrest High School
attendance area.

A key decision point in the
North Moore area is whether
the aging Elise Middle School
should be taken out of service
and Robbins Elementary
School converted to serve
grades K through 8. 

In the Union Pines Area,
the key question is how much
capacity to add to Union
Pines High School, with the

answer somewhat dependent
on whether a new smaller
high school is built in the
Pinecrest attendance area.

New large High School
not in the cards

The current scenarios
developed in the staff review
do not envision adding anoth-
er full-sized high school to
the County system. Spence
explained that high schools
are much more expensive to
build, adding that none of
the County’s three high
schools are so significantly
over capacity that anticipated
growth can’t be addressed
onsite.

In addition, Spence noted,
building a new high school
creates a major disruption,

by requiring that district lines
be redrawn.

“Our elementary infrastruc-
ture is old and needs some
support,” Spence said, noting
that the average age of Moore
County Schools is forty-five
years, compared with the
national average of twenty-
five years.

Options for the County’s
southern tier include the
construction of three new
elementary schools or two
elementary schools and a
middle school. Which of those
options prevails will depend
on whether MCS moves from
a grade 6-8 middle school to
a grade 7-8 middle school in
the Pinecrest attendance area.

All of the options presented

�����
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DIVORCE   CUSTODY   SUPPORT
Feeling Overwhelmed?

Relax. Call us. We’ll handle it.

Bob Bierbaum

LAW OFFICES OF

ROBERT J. BIERBAUM
PLLC

1135 Seven Lakes Drive
Suite D

(910) 688-3308

Website: rjblawyer.com

of leeway out of the process,”
Meyer said.

Better Communication
The Board will vote at the

Open Meeting on whether to
purchase two illuminated
outdoor kiosks that would
be placed in front of the North

and South mailhouses. The
purchase price for both would
not exceed $3,500. 

“One of our biggest chal-
lenges is getting the word
out to residents, Community
Manager Ray Sohl said. “We
need to make every effort we
can to improve communica-
tion.”
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(See “Schools,” p. 28)
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neering study found that one
of the outlet pipes on Lake
Ramapo dam had failed. The
engineer reported to Sohl
that the three drain pipes
that are still working are not
sufficient to lower the water
level at the recommended
rate. 

The engineer recommended
a thorough structural assess-
ment of Ramapo; and a repair
proposal would then be pre-
sented to the NC Dam Safety
Office with a request that
the dam be released from
the state’s jurisdiction for
necessary repairs. 

“The engineer would provide
a cost option to repair the
over f low systems or  to
redesign the overflow with a
siphon installed for drainage,”

Sohl said. 
The Dam Safety office of

the NC Department of Envi-
r onment  and  Na tura l
Resources has jurisdiction
over dams. 

“Releasing the dam from
the state’s jurisdiction for
repairs would be ideal.” Sohl
said. “The cost should be
infinitely less to design it and
repair it.” 

Sohl reminded the Board
that, during the repair of
Little Juniper Dam, “the state
required an engineer at $50
per hour to be on site.”

Cost versus need
The engineering assess-

ment, proposal for repairs,
and request for state clear-
ance is estimated to cost
$17,152. 

Board Members questioned
whether the repair was even
necessary at all. 

Weighing the odds of con-
tinued heavy rainfall against
the cost of repairing the pipe,
Director Bob Darr said,
“Every week to ten days, we
are pumping to fill it [Ramapo
Lake]. We haven’t had this
kind of problem before,
because we haven’t had this
kind of rainfall. We are look-
ing at thousands of dollars
to do this — to correct a
problem we have not had,
in my estimation, in thirteen
years. I don’t understand
spending this kind of money
on a situation we can take
of ourselves.”

In order to more quickly
release water from Ramapo,
the pump used to add water

to the lake was reversed to
pump water out of the lake. 

“Water is running out of it
right now and is bringing the
lake back to level,” Director
Rich Faraci reported.

Until the recent rainfall the
lake level in Ramapo has
always held several inches
or more below full pond, with
water continuously being
pumped into the lake. 

Resident Chuck Stephen-
son said during the Monday
work session, “I have been
living here 16 years and that
area has always been wet.
It never dries up and it never
stops leaking. That dam leaks
all the time. That’s why you
have to pump water back up
to it. It just leaks all the
time.”

Sohl agreed: “Earthen dams
always leak. What you have
to look for are seep areas
down below. When leaks

deve lop ,  channe ls  cut
through and get larger over
time. You have to watch what
happens downstream. When
seep areas start to grow you
have to address them.”

“Here is my question,” Pres-
ident Steve Ritter said. “When
the water level is at its normal
level, is it below the level of
that overflow pipe? If not,
and you have the water seep-
age going, could that cause
catastrophic failure?”

“The normal pool level sits
right flush at the bottom of
the pipe and flows along the
bottom of that pipe,” Sohl
said.

The Board agreed that, with
the water levels on Lake
Ramapo subsiding, immedi-
ate action is not critical, but
the collapsed pipe would have
to be addressed in the future.
Once the Board decides on
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(See “Lakes,” p. 29)

by staff envision decommis-
sioning the current Aberdeen
Primary, Aberdeen Elemen-
tary, and Southern Pines Pri-
mary Schools.

At the High School level,
the question is whether to
enlarge Pinecrest from its
current 1600 capacity to
2300 or instead to build a
new smaller high school with
a capacity of 500 while
enlarging Pinecrest to accom-
modate 2000 students.

Among the ideas discussed
for the smaller high school
include creating a “freshman

academy” or creating a
career -oriented magnet
school that could perhaps
be linked to Sandhills Com-
munity College.

Time to talk to the public
Members of the Board

authorized Spence and his
staff to develop a presentation
based on the options they
had developed and use that
in a series of public meetings
to gather input that could
be used in developing a Mas-
ter Facilities Plan. Public
input sessions are planned
for September and October.

Board Chair Ed Dennison
cautioned the press and
those viewing the June 13
Work Session online that all
the options and dollar figures
discussed as very prelimi-
nary. 

“These are really, really
rough figures,” Dennison
said. “They’re just options
to consider. The community
will have a lot of involvement
in our decision making.”

Schools

Welcome,
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Call Harriet or Christine @ 673-0113

ONLY

$60
Comprehensive Exam,
Oral Cancer Screening,

Periodontal Exam, &
Full Mouth X-Rays!
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We make it easy and affordable for new
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120 Grant Street • Seven Lakes Village
Mon – Thurs 7:30 – 3:00
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(Continued from page 27)

Advertise in The Times
Call 673-0111



  NEWS                                                                                                                                         July 26, 2013            Seven Lakes Times              29

a course of action, they will
have the engineer contact
the state.

Lakewide no wake zone
proves unpopular

A less easy fix is deciding
the lake level that should
trigger a no-wake rule over
the entire lake. Lake Echo
is currently more than five
inches over full pond. Wake
action caused by speed boats
is putting some lakefront res-
idents’ bulkheads and docks
at risk. 

Enforcing a no wake policy
during the prime Summer
boating season has proven
unpopular with several res-
idents. 

“There have been a lot of
issues lately, especially con-
cerning the lakes and rain,”
Director Faraci reported. “We
need to take another look at
the approved four-and-one-
half-inch level: it’s not work-
ing.” The Board had previ-
ously agreed that 4.5 inches
above full pond could trigger
the no-wake rule.

Some res idents  have
expressed their concern that
the full lakes could cause
structural harm to the dam. 

“The lakes are six inches
over full,” said Ritter. “The
extra amount of water in the
lakes gets turned up by speed
boats and can cause issues
to bulkheads due to wake
action. To me, it is normal
wear and tear. The biggest
issue: what is it doing to that
dam? Have we gone to our
engineering firm and asked
the question to them: What

are we doing to our dams, if
the lake is six inches high
and we allow waves from
speed boats?”

After much deliberation
and input from the audience
during Monday’s work ses-
sion, the Board decided to
refer the question to an engi-
neer.

No Threat to the Dams
During Tuesday night’s

special meeting, Manager
Sohl reported that the engi-
neer had assured him that,
as long as water was not
breeching the dam, then no
structural damage was being
caused to the dam.  

However, several lakefront
residents had reported that
the high wake levels were
causing damage to low-lying
bu lkheads  and  docks ,
prompting a Board discussion
on the appropriate level to
trigger the no wake rule.

Ritter asked Director Con-
rad Meyer, who lives on the
lake, his opinion of an appro-
priate level. 

“In my opinion the three-
inch level is too low a number,
and it could be more like five
or six,” Meyer replied. “It is
difficult to know where to
draw the line. I would draw
it there personally, but it is
based only on my opinion.” 

“There are several types of
bulkheads, and they were
built at different times,” Ritter
said. “It is the same for docks.
Some are high and some are
low. Since we know that the
high wake level is not dam-
aging the dam, we should
kick it back to Dams and

Lake Committee to review. I
am finding myself agreeing
with what you [Conrad Meyer]
just said.”

“I grew up on the Northern
New Jersey Shore,” Director
Chuck Leach said. “We had
a dock where ice came up
on it in the winter and dam-
aged it. We were responsible
for it. Where is the respon-
sibility for people that live
on lakefront property?”

“I don’t believe it is fair to
restrict their fair use of lake
if it is not damaging the dam,”
Director Bill Hirsch said. “I
find myself having less sym-
pathy to people that didn’t
build theirs high enough. We
might want to have rules give
a recommended height.”

Meyer agreed; “There some
logic in that. If someone is
building on a lot today he
should take a look at what
height his bulkhead should
be.  Knowing what I know
now, I would put it as high
as I can.”

Regardless of the decision,
it will be impossible to please

everyone, Faraci said. 
“You can kick that back to

the Lakes and Dams Com-
mittee, but it will not stop
all  the complaints,” he
warned.

“It’s imperative for us to
look at as many things from
different directions that we
can and come to a fair com-
promise,” Ritter said, for-
warding the matter to the
Lakes & Dams Committee. 

Drainage along 
Seven Lakes Drive

Rain has also been respon-
sible for flooding problems

along Seven Lakes Drive.
“When we met with the Coun-
ty,” Ritter said, “they indicated
that there were some issues
caused by berms and split
rail fences along the high-
ways.” 

Sohl suggested the matter
should be discussed in closed
session due to referencing
specific residences.  

There has also been con-
siderable flooding near the
North Gate exit lane. Ritter
said the flooding could be
resolved by redirecting water.
“It is an easy fix.” 
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MYRTLE BEACH RENTAL –
3BD/2FB. water-in-let,1st floor,
pool, hot tab, quiet, no pets.
Open Labor Day Still! $150 a
night! Call 910-603-4000.
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HIGH PROFILE LOCATION –
1800 sf office space, (includes
6 offices, reception area, lunch
and file room). (1) 450 sf office
space and (2) 100 sf office
spaces available at 1030 Seven
Lakes Drive. Call 910-673-4800.
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GOLF FRONT HOUSE – 3BD/2
BA, 2 car gar. Long term rental
$900 + utilities/fees. Call 585
243-9355.

������������
��� �
��

������������ J 4=@�0357<<3@
B=�/2D/<132�ABC23<BA
�(3/A=<	
/0:3�>@713A�0G�3F>3@73<132�
;/BC@3�2@C;�7<AB@C1B=@
�)33�>@=	
47:3�/B��@C;)3<A3
1=;
��=�B=
7<AB@C1B=@� /<2� A3/@16� 4=@��=0
*33>:3
��=@� :3AA=<A� 1/::��=0
*33>:3�/B��
�	���	����


$��!����
��������� J�%<	
A7B3��=;>CB3@�)3@D713A
��/::
�
�	���	�
��
�H7;E/@3
=@5

�"������
������
���� ���
�������� ����
��� J #=@3
*6/<�

�.3/@A�&@=D727<5�$C@A7<5
)3@D713A
��F13::3<B�(343@3<13A�
�:3/<�0/195@=C<2��6319��C::
=@�&/@B	*7;3���44=@2/0:3�@/B3A
�
�	���	����
 �����������������
�����	

��� 
������
� ��� J
(3;=23:7<5��/227B7=<A��2319A�
@3>/7@�E=@9��47<7A632�1/@>3<B@G�
1/07<3BA��@==4A��>@3AAC@3�E/A6	
7<5�� >/7<B7<5�� 4:==@A�� A1@33<32
>=@163A��E7<2=E�@3>:/13;3<BA�
<=� 8=0� B==� A;/::
� ���� G3/@A
3F>3@73<13��:743:=<5�#==@3��=C<	
BG� @3A723<B
�&6=<3��
�	���	
�����=@��
�	���	����
 ����
�����	

  30


����������Seven Lakes Times
July 26, 2013

BOLTON  BUILDERS INC.
Designer and Builder of Award Winning Homes for over 20 Years!

See Our Work Quality — Call for a Home Tour.
4317 Seven Lakes Plaza, West End, NC

910-673-3603 • 910-673-0233 (FAX)
www.boltonbuildersinc.com  •  boltonbldrs@boltonbuildersinc.com

TAKING REMODELING TO THE NEXT LEVEL!
Let our award-winning company handle all your remodeling

needs. Large jobs or small jobs – we add
a touch of flair to every job we do.
Let us build something special with you!

Mike’s
Tire and Auto Center
We Do Timing Belts, All Suspensions, A/C Service,

Brakes, Drivability Problems, Four-Wheel Alignments,
Oil Changes, Transmission Flush, Radiator Flush

We Have the Best Prices on Tires!

––– 673-3788 –––
Michael & Teresa Salyer 299 Grant Street

Owners Seven Lakes, NC 27376

Pick Up and Delivery Available
in the Seven Lakes Area!
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES –
serving Seven Lakes, Foxfire,
and Pinehurst w/lawn mainte-
nance & more for residential
and commercial customers. Year
round service. Mowing, weed
eating, picking up debris, blowing.
Shrub pruning, limb & tree
removal and hauling away. Seed-
ing/sod lawns. Leaf & straw
removal. Haul and spread pine
straw, bark, soil, gravel and
mulch. Aerate, de–thatch, and
edge lawns. Weeding of flower
beds, planting shrubs.Re–surface
gravel driveways. Blow roofs
and clean gutters. Pressure
washing homes, decks, concrete
walks, driveways, & boats. Install
driveway curbing and sprinkler
systems. Garden tilling. Other
odd jobs around the house?
You need it done! We will do
it! Call John 673-7320 or mobile
telephone 910-690-6491.     �	
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J&L HOME SERVICES — “A
H a n d y  M a n  a n d  M o r e . ”
Interior/Exterior Home Mainte-
nance & Repairs. Call today for
Free estimates.Your Seven
Lakes Neighbor. Call 673-3927.

RE-SURFACE GRAVEL DRIVE-
WAYS – Prune crape myrtles,
cutback pampas grass, leaf
removal, general clean-ups, pine
straw and pine mulch delivered
and/or spread, roof and gutters
cleaned, hedges trimmed, and
mowing services available. Call
Rick at 910-639-5206 for details.
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CREATIVE CUSTOMWORK –
“The Decorator’s Workshop”
Custom made Window Treat-
ments, Bedding, Cushions, and
Slipcovers. All made right here
with the attention to detail
demanded by the best designers!
Pam Wasilewski, 336 McDougall
Drive, Seven Lakes. Call 673-
2500.
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SEVEN LAKES DENTAL STU-
DIO – Repairs of dentures, acrylic
partials, and relines. Same day
service available. All work will
be done only through your local
dentist. Tom Wasilewski, 336
McDougall Drive, Seven Lakes.
673-1613.                             �	


TREE SERVICE — ALLEN &
SON TREE SERVICE. Topping,
trimming, complete removal,
clean-up, insured, 24 hour serv-
ice. Free estimates, senior citizen
discounts. Call James M. Allen
at 910-974-7629 (Home) or 910-
572-6818 (Cell).                  �	


DIRTY DEEDS DONE DIRT
CHEAP! – $19/month. 96 gallon
roll-out container provided for
weekly pickup. Fully insured.
Locally owned & operated. Pro-
fessional Service. 100% Service
Guarantee. Carolina Waste
Services. 910-673-4285 (HAUL).
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NEW & USED PONTOONS
AND SKI BOATS — Call Seven
Lakes Marine. 673-1440.

TURN YOUR USED BOAT
INTO CASH — People are look-
ing to purchase good condition
used    boats. Let us connect you
to the prospective buyers. Call
Jeff at 910-673-1440.
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Advertise in The Times

UUPP TTOO FFOORRTTYY PPEERRCCEENNTT

Call 215-8150 For Appointment And Quote. Many Discounts Available.
Located 1/4 Mile West of Olmsted Village. On Hwy. 211 West

Please Call My Office for
24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

Jim Leach/Agent
• New Lower Auto Rates

Let’s Talk . . .

Another State Farm
Auto Rate Decrease!
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Seven Lakes West              $619,000
Lakefront cottage w/custom upgrades 

3 BR / 3.5 BA
www.103FeatherstonPoint.com

Seven Lakes West         $649,000
Gorgeous lakefront on Lake Auman

3 BR / 3-Full & 2-Half BA
www.168SimmonsDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $550,000
Stunning brick water front home

3 BR / 2 full & 2 half BA
www.149VanoreRoad.com

Seven Lakes North            $249,000
Single level waterfront w/great privacy!

3 BR / 2 BA
www.126CardinalLane.com

Seven Lakes West         $349,000
Private lakefront retreat on Lake Auman

4 BR / 3 BA
www.105TuckerCourt.com

Foxfire                          $225,000
Immaculate all-brick w/golf views

2 BR / 2 BA                   Code 953
www.18ShamrockDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $159,900
Fully updated home on oversized lot

3 BR / 2 BA
www.110SherwoodRoad.com

Seven Lakes North        $299,900
Totally renovated on Longleaf Lake

3 BR / 2 BA
www.104RollingHillCourt.com

Seven Lakes North        $215,000
Pristine lake front cottage

3 BR / 2.5 BA
www.114SunsetWay.com

Thinking of
Building?

Fabulous Building Lots
Available in the 

Seven Lakes Area!

Seven Lakes West         $317,000
Gorgeous brick on #3 hole

3 BR / 3.5 BA               
www.158BanbridgeDrive.com

Seven Lakes South       $215,000
Charming brick ranch w/front porch

3 BR / 2 BA
www.188DevonshireAvenue

Seven Lakes West         $470,000
Elegant 2-story brick w/water view!

4 BR / 3.5 BA
www.113ClayCircle.com

Seven Lakes South       $199,000
Charming golf front w/panoramic view

3 BR / 3 BA
www.122DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,500
Completely renovated golf front home

3 BR / 3.5 BA
www.117OxfordCourt.com

Seven Lakes South          $245,900
Maintenance free and pristine home!

3 BR / 2 BA
www.240WDevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes West              $315,000
Great home with open floor plan

3 BR / 3.5. BA
www.128OwensCircle.com

Seven Lakes West         $495,000
Lovely Lake Auman waterfront home

3 BR / 2.5 BA   
www.163MorrisDrive.com
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Seven Lakes North        $339,000
Gorgeous lakefront on Lake Sequoia

3 BR / 2 BA
www.181FiretreeLane.com

Foxfire                          $179,000
Lovely updated golf-front home

3 BR / 2 BA 
www.4DogwoodCourt.com

Seven Lakes South       $279,000
Water view with upstairs bonus room

3 BR / 2 BA
www.252DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes North             $175,000
Picture perfect w/beautiful updates

3 BR / 2 BA
www.129ShagbarkCourt.com

Seven Lakes North        $425,000
Completely renovated lakefront home

4 BR / 3 BA
www.165FiretreeLane.com

Seven Lakes South  $179,000
Golf Front w/Oversized Screened Porch

3 BR / 3 BA
www.223DevonshireAvenue.com

Seven Lakes North        $239,900
Gorgeous custom home by Harris & Son

3 BR / 2 BA
www.104ScarletOakDrive.com

Seven Lakes West         $298,000
Wonderful 2-story home on cul-de-sac

4 BR / 3BA
www.108RectorDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $175,000
Cute brick ranch home

3 BR / 2 BA
www.112CottageGroveLane.com

MMOOREOORE CCOUNTYOUNTY’’SS MMOSTOST TTRUSTEDRUSTED
RREALEAL EESTATESTATE TTEAMEAM!!

#1 IN THE SEVEN LAKES MARKET FOR OVER A DECADE!

Seven Lakes West         $698,000          
Gorgeous lakefront custom home

5 BR / 3.5 BA
www.129ShawDrive.com

Seven Lakes North        $375,000
Beautiful home on Lake Sequoia

3 BR / 3 BA 
www.163EShenandoahRoad.com

Seven Lakes West         $635,000
Stunning All Brick Water Front

3 BR / 4.5 BA
www.135AndrewsDrive.com

New Price!

New Price!

SOLD!

SOLD!

New Price!

SOLD!

New On Market!

New On Market!

Under Contract!

SOLD!

SOLD!

Under Contract!

SOLD!

New On Market!

New On Market!

New On Market!

SOLD!

New Price!

Under Contract!

New On Market!

SOLD!

Under Contract!

CALL 910.295.7100 OR 800.214.9007 • WWW.MARTHAGENTRY.COM
RE/MAX Prime Properties • 5 Chinquapin Rd • Pinehurst, NC 28374 • 910-295-2535 • Martha@MarthaGentry.com

Each Office indepen dently Owned and Operated


